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«afc»|smito« Waldheim: We are howKi red 

N^^A^Qfpr^(AP) — Iranian President Hwhemi Ralsanjaui told his 
' Wa,dhciDJ Monday he should be'proud of a 

to^oglumemry id die United States. Tehran radio reported, the 
« N«wa. reported that in h» fira round of talks 
preadem since be arrived hi Tehran Sunday, Rafcanjani 
*° ur P rescnce ** * source of honour. " He added that was 
- ^uSSrSl? 1 !? 6 person “ souree of *P»W and animosity for the 
£*5???L! 0 ^ P 0 * 01 111111 yw® entrance to America has 
b Waldbetm was put ou a U.S. watch list of undesirable 

°” sus Pf» 00 that he was implicated in World War II 

mroetOK. Referring to the ban. Rafcanjani said that "in our opinion, the 
r^M for these hostilities is that during your tenure as head of the United 
mama, you were not prepared to take any anion to the benefit of the 
Zonatsand against the deprived people of Palestine." Waldheims visit 
» ichran a the first by a western head of state since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 
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Allies pulling out of north Sps-^ 

ZAKHO (AP| — Allied forces have withdrawn nearly 4.i,VJ troops from 
southern Turkey and noihcm Iraq in the past three weeks, and military 
and other sources said Monday the military occupation v- ; i! end m under 
two months. Sources speaking an conditian of anamtrtily uid American 
officials told western aid workers over the weekend that the allied 
presence tn Iraq would continue for "more than two weeks. but less than 
two months." The American officials, identified as Fred Cony, an aid 
expert working fur the U.S. State Department's disaster assistance relief 
team, and U.S. army Maj. Gen. Jay Gamer, commander of the security- 
side of the operation to repatriate the Kurds, told aid workers they could 
sot be more specific, the sources said. Aides to Gamer declined to 
comment Monday when asked about the meeting. A high-ranking 
American mditar; officer said he believed allied troops would be out of 
Iraq in six weeks. The comments were among the firs; indications of a 
specific time frame on ending the allied occupation of northern Iraq. 
Nearly ail the -tSO.UOO Kurds who fled to Turkey after a failed rebellion in 
Iraq in March have relumed home. 
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Jj Iraqi pilgrims 
to leave for 
Saudi Arabia 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq said on 
Monday that Saudi Arabia, a 
Gulf war enemy, had agreed to 
let Iraqis join the xnmiai pilgrim- 
age to Mecca this month. The 
pilgrims will travel by road. Iraqi 
news agency said, quoting an 
official of the ministry of religious 
'■* affairs. A private company has 
been set up to provide transport 
and other services. The report 
gave no indication how many 
Iraqis would make the haj. 

Greenpeace: 

Ban burning of 
toxic waste 

BRUSSELS (R) — Greenpeace 
criticised governments and indus- 
try worldwide on Monday, saying 
'■* they ignored the dangers of burn- 
ing toxic waste and die misery it 
could wreak on people's health 
and livelihoods. The environmen- 
tal action group told a news con- 
ference that industry hid the risks 
of bunting hazardous waste. Ft 
called for a global moratorium on 
aD new waste incinerators and the 
phasing-out of existing ones. Ear- 
lier a Greenpeace team swarmed 
onto a major construction ate 
opposite the European Commun- 
ity’s famous X-sbaped Ber- 
laymont building and dim bed a 
y 45-metre crane, draping it with 
hnge banners. Greenpeace mem- 
bers showed reporters a study 
challenging the belief that 
dangerous effluents could be : 
burned safely and said incmer- ; 
store produced substances winch 
threatened xbe environment. 
“Toxic ash emitted can he more 
dangerous than what went in and 
incinerators cannot be continual- 
ly monitored.” Greenpeace 
member- Lisa fimddi'uwt" ' " 

Jalabani wants 

international 

guarantees 

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — 
The Kurds of Iraq «riO on 
international guarantees in any 
agreement with the central Bagh- 
dad government, a Kurdish lead- 
er said Monday. Jalal Talabarti, 
leader of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, said the safety of 
Iraq’s 3 JS million Kurds depend 
on the country’s internal security, 
Vthc presence of about 15,000 
guerrillas under his awmniind in 
northern Iraq, democracy and j 
international guarantees for the 
Kurds. ‘Tntematkmal guarantees 
are of utmost importance,” Tala- 
baxti said without specifying what I 
they might consist of . As to the | 
U.S. military forces in northern j 
Iraq, be said, "they should leave” | 
after the Kurds readied an agree- 
ment with the Iraqi government I 
and “after the threat of genocide J 
ceases.** 

Protesters Interrupt ] 

*U.S.Gutf j 

commanders ! 

NEW YORK (R) — Screaming ! 
protesters repeatedly interrupted ; 
American Gulf war leaders on j 
Sunday si they spoke during a , 
manorial service for the U.S. war 
dead . Their shoots echoing 
throughout the cavernous 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine, j 
protesters interrupted Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney and Golf 
war commanders Generals Colin 
PoweQ and Norman Schwarzkopf 
eight tunes during the service. A 
man and a woman repeatedly 
screamed “murderer, murderer 7 ’ 
ajHCheney as be tried to speak. 
‘'There are murderers hr this 
cathedra},” another man shouted 
as Sdmarzkopf, commander of 
allied Ibices in- the Gulf, read a 
passage from Virgil’s “Aeneid." 
“YouryeHow ribbon is covered 
with blood,” the man yelled as 
guanb moved to threw him out. 

‘Hundreds killed 
in Afghan raids’ 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) -- 
Massive bombing r«Ms bj 
Afghan - warplanes have kuleo 
scores of innocent people in dvi- 
lis&sifr western Herat province, a 
Muslim guerrilla leader claimed 
Monday. /The Afghan govern- 
ment -air force and long-range 
artiHeiy are being . extensively 

used. At least 40,000 civilians 
have fled Herat and moved to 
Fran,” .. Burhaiiuddm Rabbam, 
tgiKfer of Janriai-E-mmm * or par- 
ty of Islam, told reporters. 


Prince Hassan: 


Mideast is testing ground 
for credible world order 



ISTANBUL (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday laid stress to the need for 
all members of the world com- 
munity to work together towards 
peace and the insurance of equit- 
able socio-economic well-being 
for all people. 

“Tbe Middle East region is 
very obviously both an interna- 
tional catalyst and a testing 
ground,” said the Crown Prince 
in an address delivered on his 
behalf to the meeting of a Social- 
ist International Middle East 
committee in Istanbul. 

“Our fates — North and South 
— are Inexorably linked in this 
infinite interdependent world and 
it has rightly been said chat the 
primary focus of security is peo- 
ple and not states nor die elite, 
the affluent or the more power- 
ful,” Prince Hassan said. 

In the address, presented by 
the Prince's economic advisor. 
Dr. Ahmad Mango, he stressed 
that fact that for a better future, 
sorio political progress must be 
paralleled by significant progress 


in sustainable economic develop- 
ment and security. 

“We must develop an alterna- 
tives to the political economy of 
despair that the Middle East's 
conflict have left us with — to- 
wards a political economy of 
peace and progress,” the Crown 
Prince continued. 

Referring to the situation in the 
Middle East, the Prince said that 
the source of unrest in the region 
at the momenr was the refusal of 
certain Israeli politicians to 
accept the principle of land for 
peace. At any rate, the Gulf war 
has proved that territorial depth 
no longer ensured safety, he said. 

By taking such factors into 
consideration and while formulat- 
ing their policies for this region, 
die superpowers could facilitate 
initial political negotiations and 
be even more instrumental in 
helping to create a positive re- 
gioinai security environment in 
this region, the Prince said. 

Prince Hassan noted that arms 
control is at the heart of the new 
strategic security environment. 


Moussa in Damascus; Levy 
leaves for Washington 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Moussa flew to Damascus on 
Monday for talks with Syrian 
leaders on the stalled MkkOe East 
peace process and security 
arrangements in the post-war 
Gulf, officials said. 

Moussa, visiting Damascus for 
the first time since being 
appointed two weeks ago, told 
reporters on arrival his visit was 
aimed at maintaining coordina- 
tion between the two Arab allies. 

“Our talks wflJ deal with a big 
number of issues related to 'the 
situation in the region and the 
peace process. We are keen to 
continue coordination on the 
highest level between Cairo and 


Damascus,” Moussa said. 

Officials said the Egyptian 
minister would start talks with his 
Syrian counterpart Farouq A1 
Share later on Monday. 

Moussa who attended last 
week’s talks between Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
President Hafez A1 Assad in 
Cairo was expected to meet the 
Syrian leader during his visit. 

Assad and Mubarak agreed 
during their talks on the need for 
tbe convening of a Middle East 
peace conference on the basis of 
U.N. resolutions and under the 
auspices of the world body. 

The United Stales which has 
been trying since tbe end of the 
Gulf war to convene such a con- 


ference supports a U.N. role in 
any peace talks bat Israel opposes 
this. 

The Israeli rejection was con- 
tained in a letter from hardline 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir to 
U.S. President George Bush who 
offered compromise proposals to 
keep his peace efforts alive. 

Shamir said on Sunday Israel 
would accept Palestinians as part 
of a Jordanian delegation in 
peace talks but insisted on the 
power of veto. 

U.S. officials had said the ques- 
tion of Palestinian representation 
had been worked out, but two 
points on format had not been 

(Coothaocd on page 4) 


U.N. envoy urges aid for Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — United 
Nations envoy Bettino Craxi 
wound up a 24-hour visit to 
Beirut Monday, saying consolida- 
tion of the current peace process 
would facilitate the reconstruc- 
tion erf Lebanon. 

“Political stability and the 
evolution of peace wil accelerate 
development in the region,” the 
former Itafian prime ntimster told 
reporters at Beirut airport. 

Craxi flew in Sandy and held 
talks Monday with senior govern- 
ment leaders to assess Lebanon’s 
reconstruction requirements after 
16 years of civil war. 

“The Europe a n Community. 
Arab and western countries have 
a responsibility towards Lebanon 
at this crucial phase,” Craxi said 
in French. “I hope they will 
forward to help as soon as possi- 
ble.” 

Craxi met with President EHas 


Hrawi, parliament speaker Hus- 
sein Husseini, Prime Minister 
Omar Karami and Foreign Minis- 
ter Fares Bweiz. 

Sources at tbe presidential 
palace said he diseased plans by 
U.N. agencies and the European 
Community to contribute to the 
reconstruction of Lebanon's shat- 
tered infrastructure. 

Western diplomatic sources 
said U.N. experts estimate Leba- 
non would need $5 billion to 
bring rebtrikling devastated areas 
along tbe dismantled green line 
■ that had split Beirut into Muslim 
and Christian sectors since 1975. 

U.N. agencies and the EC 
would extend $2.5 billion of soft 
loans to rebuild highways, tele- 
phone and telecommunication 
services, power plants and several 
industries, tbe sources said. 

Meanwhile, a British govern- 


ment minister said on Monday he 
saw grounds for “careful optim- 
ism” over the release of western 
hostages in Lebanon but also 
cautioned against hopes of their 
early freedom. 

Foreign Office Minister Doug- 
las Hogg, the most senior British 
official to visit Beirut in six years, 
said the governments of Iran, 
Syria and Lebanon itself all rec- 
ognised the importance of secur- 
ing the release of the 12 hostages. 

On the second day of his Writ 
Hogg met Siinnie Mann, 73-y ear- 
okl wife of British hostage Jack 
Maim. 

‘There are grounds for careful 
optimism," he told reporters 
afterwards. 

He added: “There is no reason 
to think that we' are going to see 
an early release and I don't want 
to give that impression. 





Future prospects for presenting 
peace and reducing the dangers 
of war. he said, rest equally on 
political, military and economic 
stability. 

Given the new strategic en- 
Wronment of the Middle East, 
from now on we need regional 
arms controls and confidence and 
security- building measures to 
provide sufficient strategic depih 
for both the Arab countries and 
Israel — distinguishing the legiti- 
mate needs of every state to 
protect itself, the Prince noted. 

Our future, he said, should be 
based on safeguarding the fun- 
damental principles of interna- 
tional law. Equal attention, he 
said, must be given to the non- 
proliferation of weapons of mass- 
destruction and their means of 
delivery. 

Prince Hassan referred to the 
Helsinki agreement for security 
in Europe and said that the Hel- 
sinki process can be extended to 
the Middle East based on energy | 
policy, arms control and debt | 
reduction. 









His Majesty King Hussein Monday leads celeb rations for Army Day and Great Arab Revolt 
anniversary (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

Jordan celebrates Army Day, 
Great Arab Revolt anniversary 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty- 
King Hussein said Monday that 
the anniversary of the Great 
Arab Revolt and Army Day rep- 
resents the most important 
national anniversary for Jordan 
as it is a dear anniversary for all 
Arabs and commemorates the 
creation of the Armed Forces 
which inherited the revolt's mis- 
sion of proWding protection to 
the Arab World. 

Speaking to reporters following 
a ceremony held at the Martyrs 
Monument at the outskirts of 
Amman to commemorate the 
anniversary. King Hussein said 
thar it is indeed a dear 
anniversary for all of us, and we 
have reason to raise our heads 
high in pride of the Arab army 
which w<» are ready *o uphold 2 nd 
protect with our souls. 

Iraq 
appeals 
for grace 
period on 
reparations 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Iraqi government, arguing 
that the country's economy is in a 
shambles, pleaded Monday with 
the United Nations for a two-to 
five-year grace period from 
paying war reparations. 

Iraq’s earlier appeal for a five- 
year moratorium on compensa- 
tion payments has been rejected 
by the United States. Britain and 
other most members of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

The latest appeal also was ex- 
pected to be rejected. “What 
about a moratorium on payments 
to victims of Iraq's aggression, 
like the Kuwaitis and foreign 
nationals who suffered?” asked 
one U.S. diplomat. 

But Iraqi Ambassador Abdul 
Amir Al Anbari argued anew 
that financial data cited by U.N. 
Secretary-General JaWer Perez 
de Cuellar indicating Iraq's abil- 
ity to pay were overly optimistic 

(Continued on page 4) 


In reply to a question about the 
democratisation process now that 
the National Charter has been 
endorsed, the King stressed that 
the Kingdom will remain faithful 
ro the Arab Nation, and will set a 
good example because this coun- 
try's march aims at achieWng the 
noblest goals. 

Accompanied by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
King Hussein attended the cere- 
mony organised by the Armed 
Forces at the Martyrs Monument. 
A 21 -gun salute greeted the 
King. The King then toured parts 
of the interior sections of the 
monument which display ihe 
story of the Great Arab Revolt 
and the evolution of the Armed 
Forces. 

King Hussein later watered the 
olive tree in the backyard and 


signed the visitors register. 

Earlier, the King presented 
medals to a number of officers of 
the Armed Forces, the Public 
Security and Civil Defence, and 
met well wishers at Al Hussein 
Youah City. These included the 
Army Chief of Staff Fathi Abu 
Taleb. cabinet members, parlia- 
ment deputies, heads of tribal 
units, as well as the commander 
of the Palestine Army in Joidan 
and heads of diplomatic missions 
and their military attaches. 

Army Chief of Staff Fathi Abu 
Taleb hosted a lunch at A! Hus- 
sein Youth City in honour of 
King Hussein. 

Attending were their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah and 
Prince Ali Ibn Al Hussein, the 
prime minister and senior offi- 
cials. 


2 Jordanians convicted 
by Kuwait court 


KUWAIT lR) — A 55-year-old 
Jordanian kissed the hands of his 
guards in a vain plea for a final 
embrace with relatives after being 
jailed for 15 years by Kuwait's 
martial law court on Monday. 

“I’m innocent,” sobbed Hosni 
Mohammad Hassan after being 
convicted of possessing firearms. 
His mother, wife and eldest son 
also wept as he was led away from 
court room six. 

Hassan cried uncontrollably 
when the sentence was passed by 
a five-man court. He insisted he 
knew nothing about the arms 
found in his car. 

He had pleaded not guilty, like 
all of the more than 100 defen- 
dants wbo have appeared daring 
three weeks of trials on charges 
stemming from the seven-month 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait. 

An Iraqi woman, Fatima Oza, 
wept bitterly when she was sent- 
enced to five years’ hard labour 
followed by deportation for 
cooperating with the Iraqis. She 
looked stunned when the sent- 
ence was read out. 

Another Jordanian, Issa Sajed, 
was sentenced to two years' hard 
labour. He was found in posses- 
sion of arms. 

Two other Jordanians were ac- 


( Continued on page 5) 


U.S. stages ‘mother of parades 


By Toby Wffifams 

to the Jordan Tunes 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — ft 
has been dubbed the “mother 
of all parades.” The United 
States National Victory 
Celebrations honouring sol- 
diers wbo took part in “Opera- 
tion Desert Storm” to liberate 
Kuwait from Iraq’s occupation 


skies come to life over tbe 
weekend with a display, before 
thousands of people, of the 
militar y equipment used in the 
war against Iraq. 

The politicians and generals 
bad more than just a mili t ar y 
“victory” against Iraq to cele- 
brate. The parade, resembling 
the .Soviet military parades 
during the heights of tbe Gold 
War, had just as much to do 
vrith honouring the U.S. soi- 
<fios who served in the GuK as 
it did with “kicking the Viet- 


nam syndrome” and illustrat- 
ing to all nations, unequivocal- 
ly, that the U.S. is the reigning 
arid sole' world superpower. 
Specifically, it was a tribute to 
air power and to the value of 
stealth — two vital elements 
which gave the U.S. superior- 
ity in the skies and enabled 
Washington and its allies to 
massively defeat Iraq and re- 
verse the occupation of 
Kuwait. For anti-war activists, 
however, the weekened parade 
was an offensive “fascist milit- 
ary spectacle” taking place, 
unnecessarily, they say, al the 
expense of the U.S. tax-payers 
and with no sensitivity to tie 
civilian lives lost by the “not- 
so-smait” bombs that fell on 
Iraq during the 100-day long 
war. 

Tbe Washington Post called 
it a “love affair” between 
“people and war machines.” It 
said that approximately 


800,000 people were gathered 
in Washington over the 
weekend to “test drive” Amer- 
ica’s war machines, to “feel" 
part of a winning team, to see 
bow America’s high-tech war 
machinery works and to meet 
“the country’s newest heroes." 
A 15-year-old boy said he 
wanted to get a taste of the 
hands-on experience of war 
machinery. “You’ve got to sec 
bow we won the war and what 
we won it with,” said another 
young American. 

Although polls taken recent- 
ly show a drop in the percen- 
tage of Americans who. in hind 
sight, think the war against 
Iraq was worth it, the parade 
was clearly a very popular 
event enjoyed by a public 
which was supportive of the 
Gulf war. 

But at a cost of Sf2 million, 
Washington's largest military 


parade since World War n has 
angered even some of those 
who had supported military 
action to evict Iraq out of 
Kuwait. The parade has 
sparked a debate in the coun- 
try as to the value of such 
celebrations over a war in 
which real combat took place 
at the very end after intensive 
use of air power managed to 
put the enemy at a consider- 
able disadvantage. Some 
Americans questioned the wis- 
dom behind such an ‘‘ostenta- 
tious” display of military pow- 
er at a time when there is little 
or no public mention of the 
100,000 to 200.000 casualties 
fallen in Iraq as a result of the 
war. 

These Americans who con- 
sider themselves no less patrio- 
tic than those wearing yellow 
ribbons and waving American 
flags are more concerned with 


tackling what they believe are 
problems of racism and pover- 
ty at home and would have 
preferred to see the money 
spent on education and health 
services in the U.S. 

The counter demonstration 
set up by anti-war activists 
attracted a relatively small 
group of 200 protestors who 
were booed when they express- 
ed themselves in opposition to 
a very popular event. The pro- 
testors objected, among other 
things, to the display of the 
military hardware which killed 
thousand of Iraqis during the 
war, originally launched to rid 
Kuwait of an illegal 'occupa- 
tion. The protestors said the 
parade disregarded the Iraqi 
civilian lives which were lost to 
the very weaponry that was 
being nationalisticaJly display-, 
ed in Washington. 

Ana Crawford, representing 
an anti-war organisation called 


"Waging Peace,” said the pa- 
rade and the display of 
weaponry obscured the reality 
that the equipment being dis- 
played has killed human 
beings. “Our children are play- 
ing on weapons that kill other 
children.” she protested with 
the aim of reminding fellow 
Americans of the “evil reality 
of militarism.'* 

Coiman McCarthy, a syndi- 
cated columnist and a peace 
activist at the Centre for 
Teaching Peace, called the pa- 
rade "a celebration of 
megadeath.” 

Teh Washington Post de- 
scribed tbe anti-war activists as 
a handful of protestors swim- 
ming against the tide of 
celebrations. And that is what 
they were. When police man- 
aged to stop two female protes- 
tors dressed in black who had 
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quirted of collaborating with the 
Iraqis. 

A total of 21 defendants 
appeared — nine Iraqis, four 
Kuwaitis, six Jordanians and two 
stateless Arabs or bedouins. A 
total of 16 cases were adjourned. 

An earlier court session was 
adjourned when the presiding 
judge sought confirmation that 18 
people charged with collabora- 
tion were members of the Iraqi 
popular army, a charge which has 
brought the only death sentence. 

All the accused pleaded not 
guilty to joining the auxiliary 
force to Iraq's regular army. The 
accused were 14 Jordanians, 
three Iraqi residents of Kuwait 
and one bedouin. 

The judge’s action suggested 
that the Iraqis left behind records 
of people who joined tbe popular 
army after the conquest of the 
emirate last August 2. 

Membership of the militia is 
emerging as a main charge in the 
trials of more than 220 people 
suspected of collaborating with 
the Iraqis, informing on the 
Kuwaiti resistance, or taking up 
arms on Baghdad's behalf. 

Kuwaiti residents say the mili- 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Politic- 
al violence, including sabotage, 
has persisted despite calls by Isla- 
j tnic fundamentalist leaders for an 
end to protests rhar resulted in a 
state or siege, authorities said 
Monday. 

Security officials said at least 54 
people bad been arrested since 
Saturday in various incidents cf 
political unrest, including two 
assaults by a crowd of 600 people 
on an Algeirs police station 
where two Islamic militants were 
jailed. 

Hie defence ministry said i:. 

1 unspecified number of foreigners 
were among those arrested and 
i reported that arms caches hai 
been seized in several cities. 
There were unconfirmed reports 
that suspects from Fiance. Tuni- 
sia and Sudan were ar'.ong thcea 
in custody for promoting a 
takeover by Islamic rsaic-.S. 

Abelkader Boukhurr.Lr c. 
leader of the fun darner... -.lists’ 
Islamic Saiavaiion ?rc-r,:. con- 
tended that hundreds c- people 
had been arrested. 

The official Algeria r. Press Ser- 
vice reported that the Sdvarior. 
Front’s president. Sheikh Ab^ssi 
Madani. was turrjfc bsck cy 
police when b; tried :c enter i 
gas complex in cen-rai Algeria to 
negotiate the reinstaiemer,'. of 
fired workers. The igeo.cy said 
officers at one point f.rcz. snots a; 
Madam's car, bui r.o one was 
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Libya: 

Britain 

escalates 

hostile 

campaign 

NICOSIA (R) — Libya accused 
Britain on Monday of escalating a 
hostile campaign against it and 
distorting remarks made by Li- 
byan officials. 

The official news agency 
JANA said certain British offi- 
cials and information media had 
attributed incorrect statements to 
Libyan officials. 

"The distortion of these state- 
ments were meant to serve 
tendentious aims." JANA, re- 
ceived in Cyprus, said. 

British news reports have said 
Libya wants to restore diplomatic 
ties with Britain, broken in I9S4 
after a policewoman was killed by 
a shot fired from the Libyan 
embassy in London. 

Bur the British government in- 
sists thar Libya should renounce 
terrorism and withdrew backing 
for the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) before there can be any 
suggestion of a renewal of links". 

Political sources quoted by Bri- 
tain's national news agency, the 
Press Association, had said Libya 
was ready to offer information on 
alleged shipments of arms and 
explosives to the (IRaj. if Britain 
accepted to restore diplomatic 
relations. 

Conservative MP Teddy Taylor 
returned from a visit to Libya last 
week with a Libyan donation to a 
British police charity, which he 
said showed Libyan leader 
.Muammar Qadhafi's regret for 
the killing of the policewoman. 

The Observer newspaper on 
Sunday quoted Libya's ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations, Ali 
Treiki. as saying his country had 
now broken all links with the 
IRA, fighting to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland. 
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Snsesurity still reigns in 


oyfhern Ethiopia region 

By Rowena Whelan 
Reuter 


SODO, Ethiopia — Irish Nun 
Helen Gormally decided it was 
time to buy a machinegun to 
defend her mission school when 
loodng broke out in this southern 
Ethiopian town as the old Marxist 
regime crumbled. 

‘•There was a lot of shooting at 
night. We already had armed 
guards, but on the Thursday we 
bought a machinegun.” Sister 
Helena said, referring to the third 
day after the capital Addis Ababa 
fell to rebel forces on May 28. 

She said mission guards scared 
away would-be looters, who adv- 
anced on the mission, by firing 
the machinegun over their heads. 

But the victory of the Ethio- 
pian People's Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (EPRDF) 
forces has done little to lessen the 
concern of people in the north 
Omo area where insecurity has 
become a permanent feature of 
life. 

Residents and local aid work- 
ers say shooting can still be heard 
at night as EPRDF troops flood 
into the area, tightening their grip 
on the remote, poverty-stricken 
region. 

“We don’t know what will hap- 
pen. We are just living from day 
to day.” Sister Helena said. 

She said there was real hatred 


emerging after 17 years of 
oppression under the Marxist rule 
of deposed Ethiopian Leader 
Mengistu Haile Mariam. 

Anarchy broke out in Sodo, 
400 kilometres south of Addis 
Ababa, after the May 28 take- 
over. Former government sol- 
diers sold their Soviet-made 
weapons to anybody who would 
buy them as they fled from the 
advancing victorious forces. 

EPRDF troops occupied Sodo 
four days after taking power. 

An anti-aircraft artillery truck 
abandoned by government sol- 
diers still points its guns towards 
Sister Helena's school. But 
EPRDF troops have now dis- 
armed it. 

The commander of the EPRDF 
troops told the first journalists to 
reach Sodo that his forces met no 
resistance when they entered the 
town. 

“The soldiers had already 
escaped when we arrived,” said 
commander Tekle Weldeabzgi. 
He said he had 120 fighters sta- 
tioned in Sodo and they were 
cooperating with local self- 
defence groups set up - by village 
leaders in the region. 

“We want to cooperate with 
the local people ... but we will be 
staying here,” he said. 


Young scruffily-dressed 
EPRDF fighters from the Tigray 
region in northern Ethiopia, who 
have set up their headquarters in 
Sodo's police station, lounged in 
the sunshine. 

Missionaries said trouble began 
almost immediately after Mengis- 
tu fled to Zimbabwe on May 22. 
Demoralised soldiers began re- 
treating, many of them trying to 
reach their home areas. 

“Law and order began to break 
down the minute Mengistu left.” 
said Sister Camel, who runs a 
charity school for blind children 
at Shashemane, 300 kilometres 
down the main road south from 
Addis Ababa. 

“The soldiers were hungry, and 
they wanted money to get to their 
homes.” 

The grain stores of the Irish- 
based charity, Concern, were 
razed and 800 tonnes of emergen- 
cy relief supplies looted. 

“That would have beeh 
enough! to feed nearly 100,000 
people on half-rations for a 
month," said Tom Lavin, Con- 
cern’s field director. 

More than 300,000 peasants 
face starvation in north Omo, aid 
officials say. They feared it would 
be hard to re-start relief opera- 
tions with grain stores destroyed. 


ywaitis indifferent 


By Neil MacFarqnhar 

The Associated Press 


KUWAIT CITY — The first 
death sentence in the col- 
laboration trials left Kuwaitis 
indifferent, most too involved 
in restocking their houses to 
even follow the cases. 

And the acting prosecutor 
general said more such sent- 
ences would follow as be asked 
for the maximum penalty for 
virtually all the approximately 
300 defendants scheduled to 
appear. 

“A death sentence? There 
wasn’t one,” said Masad 
Ahmed, a 45-year-old govern- 
ment employee picking over 
new tires and batteries in an 
outdoor car market. “There 
was? Well if people were really 
collaborating and hurting 
Kuwait, they should hang.” 

The martial (aw court on 
Saturday condemned a 33- 
year-old stateless man who 
never got a chance to speak to 
his court-appointed lawyer. 

Mankhi a 1 Shimmiri, a radar 
technician in the Kuwaiti air 
force, was accused of joining 
Iraq's popular army and pro- 
viding information to the 
enemy that hurt the independ- 
ence of Kuwait. 

There is no appeal under 
martial law rules. But Crown 
Prince Saad Ai Abdullah Al 
Sabah, who is also martial law 
governor, must approve all 
sentences in consultation with 
three judges from the court of 
appeals. 

The three said Sunday there 
was no set time frame for their 
review, but they expected to 
expedite all collaboration 
cases. 

Martial law, first im- 
plemented at the Feb. 26 li- 


beration for three months, has 
been extended a month. 

AI Shimmiri has the right to 
submit a petition to the crown 
prince to commute or stay the 
penalty. 

“I hope Sheikh Saad, by bis 
mercy, will save his life,” de- 
fence attorney Abul Latif Al 
Seif said. He said he had been 
unable to go over AI Shimmir- 
i’s case with him since he was 
appointed counsel on May 25 
because he was busy with 
dozens of other cases and with 
getting his ransacked office in 
order. 

The acting prosecutor- 
gsneral, Hamid Al Othman, 
pointed out that all the more 
than 2 00 defendants who have 
appeared in court so far have 
faced the death penalty, the 
maximum for collaboration. 

“We’ve asked for the death 
penalty in each case. In this 
case it was taken," he said. 

He said be would have to see 
the full decision by the judge, 
still being typewritten Sunday, 
bewfore he could comment 
further. 

Al Seif said the judge bad 
marked with large Xs the 
points in Ai Shimmiri’s April 
23 confession that appeared 
damning. 

It included volunteering for 
the army, wearing the Iraqi 
uniform, helping load ammuni- 
tion boxes onto trucks bound 
for Kuwait and visiting his wife 
and two children in Kuwait 
twice without trying to escape 
the army. 

No witnesses were heard in 
the court, nor was the evidence 
against him presented out 
loud. 


‘Democracy is a sin 


PARIS (AP) — Muslim fun- 
damentalists have scored a vic- 
tory in Algeria by forcing die 
government to call early pres- 
idential elections, and now the 
nation's 2-year-old experiment 
with democracy will be pur to 
the test. 

The North African nation, in 
its second state of emergency 
in less than three years, is bound to 
make an irrevocable break 
with its past when it holds 
legislative and then presiden- 
tial elections, perhaps in as 
little as six months. 

The question is whether the 
voters will exchange 26 years 
of subservience to a Marxist- 
Socialist state for the social 
st ri ct u res of an Islamic state. 

The fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front, the main 
opposition party, overwhel- 
mingly won municipal and loc- 
al elections last June. 
Although its popularity has 
slipped, the party led the street 
protests that forced the gov- 
ernment to give in on presiden- 
tial elections. 

But despite championing 
early elections, the party isn’t 
keen on an open society. 

“Democracy is a an,” the 
Islamic Front’s number two 
leader, Ali Belhadj, said last 
week. 

Until two weeks ago, algeria 
was moving ahead in a demo- 
cratic process born in the after- 
math of deadly 1988 riots that 
discredited the ruling National 
Liberation Front and spawned 
dozens of new political parties. 

The government was caught 
off guard by violent protests by 
the fundamentalists three 
weeks before Algeria’s first 
multiparty parliamentary elec- 
tions, scheduled for June 27. 
The Islamic Front demanded 


that a presidential election be 
held with the legislative vote. 

After violence increased, 
with reports of 20 to 50 dead, 
President Cfaadli Bendjefod 
declared martial lawWednes- . 
.day, suspended the el ecti on s 
and dLsmissed the government. 

Within 48 hours, be had 
appointed a new premier and 
announced early presidential - 
elections to follow the legisla- 
tive Vote before the end' of 
the yeaF. The government also 
likely will implement a new set 
of election laws that will be 
more favourable to opponents 
of the ruling party. 

“We have the impression we 
have saved the Algerian peo- 
ple from a Mood bath,” Islamic - 
Front Leader Abassi Madam 
said Saturday, taking credit for 
tile decisions. 

Madam, a pbSosphy profes- 
sor, could be one of the pres- 
idential candidates. 

It was not known whether.. 
Bendjedid would ran for 
another five-year term. He has- 
presided over Algeria since 
1979, and his current term was , 
scheduled to expire in 1993. 

“Everything is on the table 
now,” said Bassam Kodmairi- 
Darwish, an Arab World ex- 
pert at the French Institute for . 
International Relations in 
Paris. “Finding Abassi Madam 
one day at foe head of the 
regime cannot be excluded.'’ 

The Islamic Front's ranks 
are bolstered by Algeria’s dis- 
affected and nnemployed 
youth. More than 75 pea- cent 
of the nation's 25 mini on peo- 
ple are less than 30 years old, 
and one-fifth of the working 
population is unemployed. 

Falling oil and gas revenues 
have battered an economy 
marked by years of misman- 


agement.' Economic 1 , reforms 
over the past two yeais have 
forced further cutbacks. 

The front won foe majority 
of local districts a year aga m 
the country’s first multiparty 
elections. But its apparent feefe 
of admnustratiye skills, coupled 
with- the rigid appficatiou of 
Jstaxcac Jaw — dosing muse 
haBs^chasing unveiled women 
aff sfcceets — has disappointed 
some followers. 

BeadjecBdbas beenjoavigst- 
iag. between tfmlbld guar# ha 
the riding party, a- pofitical 
machine' that' grew oarrof 
Algeria's independence war 

with France.; : r\> 

He seems intent on punning 
democracy despite imposnig a : 
four-month state of marital 
law. ■ 

JH6 ordered ". rite ^new pre- 
mier, fonnerI J iDre%n Minister 
Sid Ahmed Ghozati , to consult 
wifopofitic^paxl^Infomi^ 
a new government — a first nT 
. Algeria. The Salyatiqn j&twt 
was among the fim wfth whom 
Ghozafi met. " ‘ 

. .“Everyone, imJuding^foe 
president, has nndeistood tfaaf 
a real democratic p rocess es 
-needed,”' Kodmani-Darwish. 
said. “There is no room /for 
half-measures” that Would, 
only further discredit the ruling 
party, he sakL V, . 

The army, removed troth its 
seat on the ruling party’s poli- 
tical committee after foe 1988- 
riots, has been silent through- 
out the crisis. - . 

“We are stiU not om of 
danger of a coup 
Kodmani-Darwish sakLbnt he: 
added that be thought the ftm- 
damenrafists were a bigger 
threat to democracy. 


Huge military city planned under British arms deal 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Construction of a huge military 
city in southern Saudi Arabia 
may start soon as part of a major 
British arms deal with foe desert 
kingdom, British officials said. 

The officials refused to give a 
timetable, but said progress had 
been made in talks this week 
between Saudi Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan and Alan Thomas, 
foe British defence ministry’s 
head of export services, on foe 
Yamamah, or dove, arms pro- 
ject. 

The overall Yamamah project 
comprises two separate deals on 


arms purchases and construction 
of military bases worth a total of 
20 million pounds ($33.4 million). 

The first pact, signed in 1985, 
provided for Saudi Arabia to re- 
de ve 72 Tornado jet fighters, 30 
Hawk jet trainers and 30 Swiss- 
made Pilatus PC-9 propeller- 
driven trainers. 

The British officials, who re- 
fused to be further identified, 
said that most of that equipment 
has been delivered. 

Details of foe second deal have 
never been fully disci osed, but 
reportedly concern more Torna- 


dos and Hawks plus weapons 
systems, spare parts; training 
programmes and six minehanting 
ships. 

It also provides for a subsidiary 
of British Aerospace PLC, the 
Dutch firm Ballast Nedam, to 
construct military bases. 

The Saudis are keen to speed 
up construction of huge nrilhaiy 
complexes with hardened shel- 
ters, which proved vital in the 
Gulf war by allowing the anti- 
Iraq coalition to disperse and 
protect its forces. 

The Kingdom already has seven 
self-sufficient military cities able 


to handle troops and aircraft 
around the country. The Saudis 
want to bufld a new one in the 
southern desert expanses dose to 
the border with Yemen. . 

This southern military dty » 
the one expected to be under-' 
taken under the Yamamah deals. 
The British officials said foe 
Saudis were particularly eager to 
get Yamamah ’s construction 
phase under way. 

The Saudis also want to take 
quick delivery of the Sandown- 
minehunting ships, which 
will soon steam for foe Gulf, the 
British officials said. 


The talks between Prince. Sul- 
tan and Thomas are part of a 
regular series of. meetings field 
every few months on im- 
plementing the coming phases of 
the Yamamah accords. Britain is 
tire biggest supplier of arms to 
Riyadh ttehind foe United States. 

Riyadh currently - pays for the 
package by tran sfer rin g o3 to 
British Petroleum, winch is then 
sold on the open market. The 
proceeds go. to the British de- 
fence ministr y. 

The British officials suggested 
that cash payments may be part 
of a future agreement. 


Palestinians killing each other in fourth year of intifada 


By Miriam Jordan 

Reuter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Inter- Arab violence is spreading 
fear in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories and tarnishing a Palestinian 
revolt now three and a half years 
old. 

Palestinian leaders called on 
Sunday for an end to Arab 


slayings of suspected collabor- 
ators with Israeli authorities in 
the Israeli occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The 1.75 million Arabs of foe 
territories, heeding a strike call 
by uprising leaders, shuttered 
their stores and remained indoors 
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to honour the start of the struggle 
42 months ago. 

An informal Reuter count 
showed nearly twice as many 
Palestinians were killed in May at 
foe hands of fellow Arabs than by 
Israeli gunfire: 28 against 18. 

“We feel that this wave of 
killing has to be put to an end — 
to be stopped,” said Hanna 
Siniora, a nationalist figure and 
editor of Al Fajr a newspaper 
that supports the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

Some nationalist figures said 
Palestinians were wasting energy 


on internal matters rather than 
fighting foe occupier. 

Others said foe killings were 
mostly damaging to the image' of 
foe intifada (uprising). Even the 
London-based human rights 
group Amnesty International has 
voiced concern. 

Axes, clubs and knives are the 
tools employed by death squads. 
Palestinian leaders are wary of 
their impact on Western percep- 
tions of their struggle for state- 
hood. 

The Israeli army said at least 
417 Arabs had been killed by 


fellow Arabs since foe uprising 
erupted on Dec. 9. 1987. An 
unofficial Reuter tally put foe 
figure at 356. 

Israelis have killed 803 Palesti- 
nians since the start of the revolt. 
Sixty-six Israelis and five tourists 
have been killed. 

A rise in inter-Palestinian vio- 
lence is further signalled by the 
emergency of street rule to deal 
with petty crime, Palestinian 
journalists said. 

In the West Bank dty of 
Nablus on Friday, about 50 peo- 
ple watched without interfering 


while masked activists whipped a 
thief whose bands and legs were 
bound to iron bars in a square. 

Adnan Damairi, an Al Fajr 
journalist who lives in foe West 
Bank town of Tulkarm, wrote 
Palestinians were growning more 
afraid of masked uprising activists 
than of Israeli soldiers, 

“There is fear among people of 
masked youth. They come in foe 
middle of the night saying they 
wish to talk to someone, take 
them and then it is heard on foe 
.radio that a body was found,” he 


told Reuters. 

Jewisb-Arab violence, sparked 
by the police killing of 18 Arabs 
,in occupied Jerusalem last Octo- 
ber, has also persisted in the 
fourth year of foe revolt. 

On Sunday, lavish settlers and 
members of the militant anti- 
Arab Kach Movement attacked 
Palestinian nationalist Faisal Ai 
Husseini as he left a Jerusalem 

courthouse. 

The militants cursed and spat 
on Husseini who rushed to his car 
with two bodyguards. The crowd 


surrounded bis car, pounded on it 
and pelted it with stones. 

The Jews were there to show 
support for a 27-year-old settler, 
accused ro court of shooting dead 
a Palestinian shepherd in a dis- 
pute over grazing rights last 
week. The settler was remanded 
into custody for 12 days by the 
magistrates court 

Palestinian kniving attacks 
against Jews continue. In foe 
latest attack on May 17, an Arab 
man stabbed and wounded force 
Israelis in a crowded area of West 
Jerusalem 


Palestinian intellectuals campaign against collaborator killings- 


By Sami Aboudi 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Palestinian intellectuals have 
joined leaders of an uprising in 
the occupied territories in a cam- 
paign to stop militants killing 
suspected Arab collaborators 
with Israel. 

Palestinian journalists, speak- 
ing out publicly for foe first time 
this week, said the wave of kill- 
ings has tarnished the revolt’s 
image and caused innocent Arabs 
to suffer. 


“Who has the right to impose 
foe death penalty against an inno- 
cent person who has not been 
convicted. And who can decide if 
a person has actually fallen to 
collaboration or not?” wrote 
Palestinian journalists Nabhan 
Khraishe and Sirhan Al Salaymeh 
in the pro-PLO newspaper Al 
Fajr published in east Jerusalem. 

“We fell silent while the dis- 
ease was spreading in our body 
day after day. Almost ail of us 
whisper to ourselves, but do not 
dare to speak oat loud," they 


wrote in a column on Saturday. 

“We used to look for excuses 
or try to reason out the issue of 
executing collaborators helping 
the (Israeli) authorities.” journal- 
ist Adnan Damairi wrote separ- 
ately in Al Fajr. 

Damairi, who lives in the West 
Bank town of Tulkarm, wrote 
that Palestinians were beginning 
to fear masked Arabs more than 
Israeli soldiers 

“We used to avoid questions 
from the foreign and Israeli press 
until the phenomenon turned into 


terror,” he said. 

Hardened young activists, con- 
cealing their faces with scarves, 
roam West Bank and Gaza Strip 
streets seeking Arabs suspected 
of providing information to 
Israeli security forces, selling land 
to Jews, drug dealing or prostitu- 
tion. i 

Nationalist leaders and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
Chairman Yasser Arafat have re- 
peatedly appealed to Arab mili- 
tants to stop the killings. 

The PLO-bacfced unified lead- 


ership of the uprising — one of 
two groups directing foe uprising 
— has said suspected informers 
may be killed only by official 
orders from foe highest author- 
ities in foe PLO. Bnt the attacks 
have continued. 

An unofficial tally kept by Reu- 
ters shows that at least 354 Arabs 
have been (tilled by fellow Arabs, 
since the outbbreak of the 
Palestinian revolt in December 
1987. 

Israeli authorities say collabor- 
ator killings show the Palestinian 


uprising has turned inward in 
frustration at not achieving inde- 
pendence. 

Palestinians say that innocent 
people are now being questioned 
or beaten by Arabs pretending to 
be uprising activists. 

AJ Fajr marmgmg editor Afi Al 
KhafiH said readers have been 
complaining about the “Danger- 
ous phenomenon” of collabor- 
ator killings, prompting him to 
open the paper for Palestinians to 
speak about the dark side of the 
uprising. 



J@aBAE3 TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

UkU Les Raum Lavenrs 

1&38 SbrietoeCancbe 

IMM News in French 

19:15 AujoordTnueo Jordanic 

IfeM News in Hebrew 

News in Arabic 

Perfect Strangers 

ZI:1V Adventures in Space 

ZL*M NewsinEngfish 

2fc2B 

French feature G bn; “Le Samurai 
Pofiefer" 

PRAYER TMES 

«&51 Fajr 

0535 ( Sunrise) Doha 

12J4 Dhuhr 

1&I5 *Asr 

49s44 Maghreb 

28:18 -bha 

CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Ctnar*. S w eB I ch 
Tel. 810740. 

AjKBbltes of God Chord), Tel. 

632785, 

St Joseph Chert* Td. £24590. 


Chard of the Anaudatfcm Tel. 
£37440. 

De la Safe CM Tel. 661757 
Tsraouta dare* Tel: 622366 
Chore* of the AnoondatHm Tel. 
623541. 

AagBcan Chare* Td. 625383, Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chare* Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Oitbodn Chore* Tel. 
775261. 

St- Epfaraho Chore* Td. 771751. 
Amman la let nationa l Chntdi Td. 

685326. 

E hohUm I Lutheran Chon* Td; 
811295. 

The Chare* of Jam Christ of Latter* 
Day Satan Td. 815817, 654932. 
C ho r d ) of the Namraoe Td. 675691 


BoOetin supplied by the Department ttf 
Meteorology. 


Further drop in temperatures will 
lake place and winds will be north- 
westerly moderate, freshe nin g at 
times, In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 


M l aJm io. temp. 


Amman 15/26 

Aqaba 20/35 

Deserts 16/31 

Jordan Valley 17 / 33 

Yesterday's Ugh temperatures: Am- 
man 30. Aqaba 38. Humxfity readings: 
Amman 37 per cent, Aqaba 17 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Taysccr Saadi 777636 

Dr. Wad Dumati 774«W 

Dr. Jamil Maraud 776046 

Dr. AbdalQaderLafe 696048 

Finn pharmacy 6619 12 

Feidows pharmacy 7783 36 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

AJSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoab pharmacy ..644945 

“ ' 837660 


tRBUh 

Dr. Fidda AJ Jnbour ...... ...... { — ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy (275825) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Iz zed tfi ue Abdul Salam ( — ) 

Kbafifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

OvD Defence Immediate 


Rescue. 

Rescue PoBee 192. 621111 

Ftre Brigade 

630341 

.... 199 

,637777 

891228 


843402 

Traffic Pofce 

PnbSc Security Deportment 

896390 

..63(021 



Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Comptaiiifs 

897467 

7S7U1 


Telephone Information 

(daredtray assistance) 121 

OvetseasdaDs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company : 636381 

RJ FSgbt Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Merfical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity, J. Asm ... 644281/6 
Afcileh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Msfius, J. Abkbio 636140 

Pateatine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666127/37 


AJ-AUUAbdtii 664164ft 

Italian. AJ-Mohajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Asbnfieh 775111/26 

Army, Malta 891611/15 

Queen Alta Hospital 60224050 

Amd Hospital — 674155 

ZAJRQAr 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

IRBDfc 

Princess Bun Hospital .. 012)275555 
Greek Catbofic Hospital (021272275 

IbnAINafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes* Hays Hospital (03)314111 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is by Royal 

Jordanian ( RJ) mfennation depart- 
ment at die Once s Alia latematioual 
Airport Tel. (08)532003. where k 


should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Right* 
(Terminal 1) 

8&15 — Singapore, Bangkoc*(RJ) 

lfc35 Mascot, Dnbai (RJ) 

IhS Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

TOM Montreal, New Yorfc(RJ) 

17:45 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

1330 Moscow (SU) 

Ms3S Beirut (ME) 

this Khartoum (SP) 

Bucharest (RG) 


15*8 ...Moacow(SU> 

•0:15 Khartoum (SP> 

W:15 - . BndmreatffiO) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

•MB Aqaba (RJ) 

HAS Istanbul, Belgrade (RJ) 

12:18 Vretma, Frankfort (RJ) 

12:45 Rome, Madrid (RJ) 

JUfcdS Paris. London (RJ) 

VMS Cairo (RJ) 

MM Jeddah (RJ) 

28:15 Damascus. Lamaka (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Upperflomrer price in Os per kg. 

Apple 7007600 

Banana 500/ 450 

Banana (Mnkammar) 450 / 400 

Beans 850/750 

Cabbage 120/80 

Gw** - 250/200. 

^ttiflower 200/150 

atcmBbefsOarie) ... 120/ SO 

Cncumben (small) 240/180 

Eggplant 350/250' 

Garlic 500 / 400 

Lemon 360/360 

lettuce foer one) ISO/ 100 

Marrow (targe) 120/ 80 

Mmrowfrmafl) 240/180 > 

5* a0B < d, J> 200/150- 

Oeapge 350/300 

Pepper (hot) .._ 280 / 220 

Pepper (sweet) 300/250 - 

300 / 250- - 

R*rtfc* 150/100 

— - 450/350 - 

Sweet melon... 28Q/-240' 

Tbmatoes — 230/180 

Wa term elon 270/220 
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Jordan to attend meeting 

r on environment protection 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
taking pan in a conference by 
mini s ter s responsible for the pro- 
tection of the environment in the 
developing nations, opening in 
Peking Friday, and will present 
its own experiment in matters 
related to fighting off pollution 
and protecting the environment. 

Minister of Minidpa] and Ru- 
Jt ral Affairs and the Environment 
Mohammad Addoub A1 Zaben, 
who is taking part in the meeting, 
said that through the conference, 
and inside meetings, the Jorda- 
nian delegation would seek to 
bolster Jordan's cooperation with 
other nations m the quest of 
finding solutions for environmen- 
tal problems. 

The minister, who is accompa- 
nied by two senior officials from 
his department, said that the 
seven-day meeting was expected 
^ to discuss challenges facing the 
world community and enhancing 
cooperation among Third World 


nations to protect the environ- 
ment from pollution. 

Dr. Zaben, who was speaking 
Sunday evening upon his depar- 
ture for Peking, said that major 
issues related to the contamina- 
tion of the environment and of 
concern to the world community 
would be tackled with a view to 
reaching a common formula to 
engineer collective action against 
pollution and safeguard socio- 
economic development, and. at 
the same time deal with the prob- 
lem of growing population in the 
Third World. 

The Pecking parley will pave 
the way for an international con- 
ference on the protection of the 
environment which is scheduled 
,to be held in Brazil in 1992, said 
Dr. Zaben. 

The minister noted that the 
participants in the Peking meet- 
ing would endorse a special docu- 
ment outlining a common stand 


with regard to main issues that 
would be debated at the Brazil 
conference. The document. Ik 
said, would propose a number of 
measures for international coop- 
eration in the transfer of modern 
technology, creating a proper in- 
ternational mechanism tn finance 
collective projects designed to 
solve problems like desertifica- 
tion, drought, contaminated wa- 
ter, decline of crop production, 
changes in the world's climatic 
conditions, the accelerated loss of 
cetain living species, disposing of 
refuse and other related subjects. 

Dr. Zaben said his team would 
submit an outline of the Jorda- 
nian experiment in the drive to 
protect the environment and 
would put forth a number of 
proposals for enhancing coopera- 
tion between the industrialised 
and the poor nations in the course 
of finding solutions to environ- 
mental problems. 


International activists end 


peace march, plan trip to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The interna- 
tional Gulf Peace Team who ar- 
^ rived in Amman Sunday after a 
march from the Israeli occupied 
West Bank to show support for 
peace between Israel and Arab 
countries are planning to go to 
Iraq on what a member of the 
group termed as a reconciliation 
mission. 

The 2fr-member group will be 
joined by at least seven others of 
various nationalities on the trip to 
Iraq winch could start immediate- 
ly upon obtaining visas from Iraqi 
Embassy in Amman, according to 
group member Kathy Kelly, of 
Chicago, Illinois. 

The peace team will visit A1 
Amiiyab shelter, which was 
raided by allied bombers during 
the Gulf war, and will visit the 
road finking Karbala to Baghdad 
apd the “death route,'’ followed 
by Iraqi troops on their way to 
Iraq after evacuating Kuwait 
where they were bombed while 
retreating, Mr. Kelly told the 
Jordan Times Monday. 

_ “By ajecondliation mission we 


mean to express sympathy to the 
- people of Iraq and to express 
determination in pursuing any 
possible course that would pre- 
vent a recurrence of such atrocity 
on the part of the major powers," 
said Ms. Kelly. 

The Gulf Peace Team, she 
added, will organise yet another 
trip to Iraq, by June 22, in order 
to voice total rejection of human 
rights violations and show soli- 
darity with the oppressed people. 

The group last week concluded 
a 120- kilometre march from Jeru- 
salem, commemorating the six- 
day Arab-Israeli war of 1967. and 
according to Mr. Kelly, fire team 
was contemplating the idea of 
bolding an annual trek or gather- 
ing between Jerusalem and the 
River Jordan until the Palestinian 
people’s rights have been res- 
tored. 

The group crossed tire King 
Hussein bridge over the Jordan 
River on Friday after walking for 
three days in the West Bank. 

The marchers crossed the Am- 
man city limits Sunday and 


beaded for the United Nations 
buildings to deliver a petition 
urging international support for 
the human rights of Palestinians. 

About a dozen Jordanian 
citizens joined the marchers in 
Amman. Security men escorted 
the group through the capital 
streets. 

“We learned firsthand about 
the realities of what Israeli 
occupation means for Palestinian 
people, who are denied the free- 
dom of movement, detained and 
their basic human rights are being 
violated,” said Kelly.* 

“We want to give a firsthand 
witness of what we saw in the 
occupied territories to our home 
countries," said Ms. Kelly, one of 
the march organisers. 

Members of the group were 
detained twice by Israeli police 
for entering strictly controlled 
military areas in the occupied 
territories. 

Hie marchers included citizens 
of the United States, Australia', 
Belgium, Britain. Canada. Fin- 
land, India and Ireland. 


Priorities for political parties, press laws 


Masaadeh: Government embarks on 
implementing National Charter principles 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment Monday announced plans 
to put into force the principles 
contained in the National Charter 
endorsed by the Jordanian people 
at a general congress in Amman 
Sunday. 

Deputy Prime Minister and In- 
terior Minister Salem Masaadeh 
said in a statement to Radio 
Jordan Monday that the two 
priorities for the government at 
(he moment are: The political 
panics law and the press and 
publication law. 

“A draft law on political par- 
ties will soon be submitted to the 
Council of Ministers and then the 
public wilt he invited to declare 
the formation of their parties. 


Mr. Masaadeh said. But, he 
added, the law will not be put 
into force until it acquires 
approval by the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

“Any political party to be 
formed in the country should be a 
national party in terms of its 
principles and objectives and also 
in terms of its financing and its 
relationship and national and 
humanitarian aspirations," Mr. 
Masaadeh said. 

In his statement the minisrer 
said: “The government will 
embark on serious action to 
translate the aspirations and 
ideas contained in the National 
Charier by creating proper taws 
formed within the framework of 


the Jordanian Constitution." 

The minister said that the laws 
would be enacted to conform to 
the spirit of the National Charter 
and to reflea the directives of His 
Majesty King Hussein, who. in 
his nationwide address, clearly 
defined the responsibilities of the 
legislative and executive author- 
ities. 

He said that only by following 
such a course, under the King's 
directives, can democracy pursue 
its natural course. 

According to Mr. Masaadeh, 
the go vc mm cm is also following 
another course, namely preparing 
a draft publication law which 
covers such marten as giving 
licence to people to issue news- 


papers and magazines. He said 

the government had already crys- 
tallised the basic principles of this 
draft law. 

In reference to the translation 
of the National Charter's ideas 
concerning soda! and economic 
issues, Mr. Masaadeh said that 
Jordan has sufficient laws to deal 
with these issues and to ensure 
the continued socio-economic 
march. He said that amendments 
to these laws could take place in 
the new atmosphere of political 
pluralism. 

The National Charter was en- 
dowed by more than 2.000 perso- 
nalities, representing Jordanian 
citizens from all walks of life, at a 


ceremony attended by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein. 

The Charter was prepared by a 
60-member Royal' Commission 
chaired by former Prime Minister 
Ahmad Obeidat. In presenting 
the Charter to the audience Sun- 
day, Mr. Obeidat described the 
Charter as laying down a number 
of concepts, values and rules to 
regulate national action and out- 
line the path forward for the 
nation. 

Based on the Charter, Mr. 
Obeidat said, national political 
organisations and parties will be 
allowed in the country, but they 
will be bound by the Constitution 
and by laws which believe in 
democracy. 


Military Court to try 
24 alleged robbers 


By Ahmad Kxeishan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Military Court 
is about to embark on the trial of 
24 citizens, including one woman, 
who face seven serious charges, 
considered as major crimes in 
accordance with the Jordanian 
laws. 

The 24 have been accused of 
creating a dangerous gang for 
committing robberies, dealing in 
foreign currency in the black mar- 
ket and carrying and employing 
fire arms with the purpose of 
committing robberies, court 
sources said. 

The sources said that the ac- 
cused have all been involved in a 
total of 20 robberies in various 
parts of Amman, getting away 
with a vast amount of jewellery, 
including golden and diamond 
pieces and pearls together esti- 
mated to be worth at least JD 1 
million. 

The sources said that the mem- 
bers of the gang had admitted to 
committing their crimes since as 
far back as December 1990 when 


they broke into the Vocational 
Training Centre of Wadi Seer, 
which is operated by the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy (UNRWA). 

Later, the gang directed its 
attention towards robbing homes. 
Robberies continued in Shmeisa- 
ni, JabaJ Hussein, Tlaa A1 AJi. 
Sweifieh, A1 Hussein refugee 
camp, AI. Ashrafieh and Ai 
Rashid bousing district. 

The robberies were followed 
by complaints to the police and. 
immediately, the Amman Police 
Department went into action 
maintaining surveillance of a 
cumber of suspected areas where 
the gang could be haunting, said 
the sources. 

Apart from the jewellery, the 
gang members have been able to 
steal videos and television sets in 
addition to large amounts of cash 
m various currencies, estimated 
to be worth JD 600,000. 

In the course of robbing one of 
the homes in Shmeisani the gang 
members stole a pistol belonging 
to the house owner along with a 
number of cameras. 


Medical team prepared to 
aid the pilgrims in Mecca 


MEDINA (J.T.) — Sunstroke 
and food poisoning are the most 
common illnesses facing Muslims 
in Medina and Mecca where they 
perform the annual pilgrimage 
(Haj), but the Jordanian medical 
team accompanying the pilgrims 
is ready for any emergency, said 
Dr. Fuad D ardour, head of the 
team. 

"We normally provide advice 
and guidance to the pilgrims, 
most of whom are elderly, about 
means to protect themselves 
against food poisoning and to 
avoid sun strokes. We provide 
emergency services at mobile and 
stationary clinics set up for this 
purpose, but we also refer to 
Saudi hospitals in Mecca and 
Medina cases that can not be 
treated at the clinics.” said Dr. 
Dardour. 

He said that the Jordanian 
medical team had made prepara- 
tions sufficient for Jordanian and 
Palestinian pilgrims, and others, 
of different nationalities, in case 
of need. 

A total of 5,908 pilgrims from 
Jordan and Palestinian lands 


occupied by Israel in 1948 and 
1967 are performing this year’s 
haj. Only 955 of these pilgrims 
arrived here by air, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra said. 

Dr. Dardour reported that all 
the pilgrims had arrived in Medi- 
na in good health, and that they 
would soon be beading for Mecca 
for the Haj rites and final cere- 
monies preceding the Eid AI 
Aldha (feast of sacrifice), ex- 
pected by June 23. 

Dr. Dardour said that part of 
the Jordanian medical team 
would remain in Medina, while 
the rest would accompany the 
pilgrims to Mecca. 

Apart from the Medical team, 
the pilgrims are accompanied by 
administrative an informational 
teams, all of whom working in 
concert and under the direct su- 
pervision of the Ministry of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic affairs. 

Ministry’s Secretary General 
Ahmad Hilayel arrived in Mecca 
Monday, ahead of the pilgrims, 
and inspected the housing units 
where the Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian pilgrims would be stayed 


during the Haj. 

Dr. Hilayel. who met with 
members of the teams looking 
after the pilgrims, said that every 
measure had been taken to en- 
sure convenience and comfort for 
the pilgrims. 

Dr. Hilayel. who had earlier 
paid a visit to Saudi Arabia, 
where he reached agreement with 
the Saudi authorities concerning 
the accommodation and transport 
of the Jordanian and Palestinian 
pilgrims, voiced appreciation for 
the facilities offered by the Saudis 
to the pilgrims. 

According to Mahmoud Shaba- 
tat, director of the Haj mission 
here, all the pilgrims had arrived 
in Medina and were put up at 
their housing estate as provided 
for by the Ministry of Awqaf. 

The low turnout for this year's 
pilgrimage from Jordan and 
Palestine was attributed to the 
general economic situation in the 
two areas, the worst affected by 
the Gulf crisis, and to the nega- 
tive consequences of the Gulf war 
on the whole Arab region. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Syrlan-Jordanian companies meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — Amman Wednesday will host meetings of 
the Syrian-Jordanain Maritime Company and the Syrian- 
Jordaman Land Transport Company. Minister of Transport Jamal 
AI Saraireh, who heads the Jordanian side, said that die two 
teams would review the present financial and administrative 
situation in the two companies and plans for the fixture. The 
Syrian team will be led by Minister of Transport Yousef Ahmad, 
who is expected in Amman Tuesday. 

Amman zones to hold celebrations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Greater Amman Municipality zones will 
organise special celebrations between June 11 and June 20 to 
celebrate Jordan's national and religions days and feasts. The first 
such activity wffl be held at Jubtiha School, where Sbafa Badran, 
Abu Nuseir and Tareq areas will have their celebration, followed 
by Qnwaismeh zone, which will host a celebration by Khreibet AI 
Souq, Um Qasir and Quwaismeh areas. A third celebration will 
be held at Omar AI Mnkbtar School, in Tla'a AI Ali. Taking part 
in this celebration will be Swefieh, Wadi Seer, Badr and Tla'a AI 
Ali zones. The celebration wifi be attended by Greater Amman 
Mayor Ali SuheimaL 


t 
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Deputy demands investigation 
into corporation violations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Parliament 
member Fuad Khalafat is re- 
ported to have submitted to the 
prosecutor general documents re- 
lated to financial corruption cases 
at the Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation and demanded 
that investigation start in these 
cases. 

A report in AI Ra'i daily said 
that the documents pointed to 18 
serious violations pins a number 
of petty cases also related to 
financial embezzlements. 

To back the documents, the 
report said, the deputy provided 
names of witnesses who can give 
testimony in the court. 

Earlier, corporation Director 
Genera] Radi AI Khas held a 
l»ess conference urging members 
of the public to submit any in- 
formation pointing to improper 
financial dealings at his depart- 
ment to the public prosecutor. 


Normally cases related to the 
embezzlement of public funds are 
referred to the Military Court, 
the only authority to deal with 
such cases. 

The Military Court is currently 
examining the cases of 45 citizens 
facing charges of embezzlement 
at the now defunct Petra Bank. 

At Sunday's hearing the first 
witness, Yousef Salem, who had 
been appointed head of a special 
committee to look into the exces- 
ses of the Petra Bank before its 
liquidation, said that some of the 
bank employees were involved in 
cases involving rent of real estate 
for the bank. 

Mr. Salem told the court that 
there was a difference in the 
account books, totalling nearly 
JD 3.5 million, which, he said, 
were supposed to have been paid 
in rent for Petra Bank premises 
but had never been acknow- 
ledged by the landlords. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


The foBomng listings art com- 
piled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers 
are advised to verify. the listed 
time place with the con- 
cerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of photographs by 
Bernard GuSot at the French 

Cnttnrd Cadre — 6:00 jus. 

☆ Comprehensive book eshSti- 
tion at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ of paiwthig x .by 
Iraqi artist Abdal Jabber Sal- 
man at Afia Art Gallery, In- 

Bizfidrng, 1st drde 




iV Lecture entitled 

La nd scapes of Jordan” by 
. Dr. Kamel Mabadtn ai the 
Goethe InedtuU — 7:00 pjn. 
Lecture hi Arabic on the in. 
tifada by Dr. Asaad Abdul 

Pa h m j Ma 

and Solutions” at UKAS 
dob, JabaJ LnweJbdeh — 
8:00 pan. 





Tfflawi Medical Laboratories 


Under the supervision of 

Dr. Ibrahim Shafiq Tillawi 

American Board of Anatomical and Clinical Pathology 
Fellow of the Society for Hematopathology 

' announces the opening of his laboratory, which is 
equipped with the latest technical equipment 
necessary for carrying out all tests. The laboratory 
started functioning as of Saturday June 8, 1 991 , at 
Shmeisani specialised medical centre, opposite 
Shmeisani Hospital’s main entrance 


Tel. 694141, 694142 — Fax 694143 
Office hours; from 8.00 a.m. until 7.00 p.m. daily 
Thursday from 8.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. 

Friday is an official holiday. 
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For The Smartest Way To The USA 
Use The Paris Connection. 





Starling on June 24th. Air France 
is offering yel anolher opportunity 
in combine style wiih efficiency 
on the wav to America with ils 

third Airbus sen ice 

linking Amman and 

Paris, even Monday. 

This flight, speeding 
you in serene comfort 
overnight to Charics- 
de- Gaulle airport 
means vou can arrive 


MONDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

SATURDAY 


AMMAN - PARIS 
DEP. 23.30 ARR, 05.30 
PARIS - AMMAN 
DEP. 16.00 ARR. 22.00 


refreshed and in ample lime for 
the morning flights to New 
York. Chicago. Los Angeles. 
San Francisco. Boston. 

Washington. Miami. 
Houston. Anchorage, 
or any one of 190 
destinations around 
the globe. A in man - 
Paris. Connecting 
with North America 


and the world. 



THE FINE ART 
FLYING 


Sate* unit htfurmatiun: Shmeisani bMM55 MrtU-t nr your travel agent 
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leniency? 


IT TOOK the destruction of nearly JD 60 mflUon-worth of 
crops in the Jordan Valley by polluted water from the King 
Tasai Dam to awaken the government to the argent need to 
cerb tiie continuing poisoning of the Zarqa River waters 
that feed the dam with boron and other harmful chemicals. 
The Question that poses itself in the aftermath of this 
ecotegics! disaster is: Where were the authorities all this 
time when waste water from the factories situated along the 
Zsrqn River basin was generously being dumped into one of 
the main tributaries leading to the dam? 

it was only after inflicted farmers had made an outcry 
ills: governmental inspection teams began in earnest to 
investigate the contamination emanating from some 38 
factories and plants along the river basin in a belated bid to 
ensure that they comply with standing regulations on the 
disposal of waste water. 

“The government is determined not to be lenient in the 
appUcstion of the law on all factories and companies which 
f ©2 to lick their drainage systems to the main sewers/’ the 
Zstjc governor declared in the wake of alarming disclo- 
sures about the deteriorating quality of King Talal Dam’s 
water. A few weeks ago the minister of industry and trade 
siss schced the same sentiment and warned that factories 
and plants suspected of contributing to the problem had 
tafi the end of May to comply with the existing regulations 
on the disposal of waste water. “In the past years,” the 
minis ter confirmed, “the water did not cause so modi 
ecological damage nor was the water so polluted because 
factories had abided by the law.” What the minister did not 
explain, however, is why the authorities were not informed 
for so long and had not carried their work seriously and in 
to notice the beginning of the crisis. There is obviously 
something larking either in the existing laws or in 
csrrent machineries to supervise the observance of the law 
on S3ch important matters. If it is the former, then the 
explicable laws need to be strengthened. If it is the latter, 
iae 2 the concerned authorities deserve to be reprimanded 
for dereliction of their duties. 

also has not been explained is why the violators had 
till the end of May ta abide by tbe law at a time when they 
v?ere fs^ad to have already violated existing legislations. 
Mislead of giving the culprits a respite and more breathing 
space, tbe government should entertain bringing them to 
justice in order to serve notice on all other pollutants In the 
country that the government is serious about environmental 
matters. The Kingdom has already many argent issues to 
deal with that it can ill-afford to cope with man-made 
disasters that some people inflict on the country. CivB ami 
posable criminal prosecution of the suspects would there- 
fore be is order and timely. When the negligence of the 
Sectaries esd plants in question borders on criminal 
negligence, tine government should not be lenient towards 
them whatsoever. The seriousness of tbe government about 
resolving this problem can be best manifested by acting firm 
against the current violators of the law. 


m SMSS COMMENTARIES 


Jordanian Arabic dailies Monday lauded tbe endorsement of the 
National Charter by more than 2,000 personalities representing a 
cross section of the Jordanian people. A! Ra'i Arabic daily said 
with this endorsement a new stage in the march of democracy will 
now start in Jordan, with the doors wide open for political 
pluralism and a strong foundation for political action and dialogue 
aimed at safeguarding national interests. Cooperation between 
the Jordanian leader and his people in further deepening mutual 
confidence and enhancing the road to full democracy, reflects tbe 
strong relationship between the two sides over the past four 
decades during which the Kmdgom passed throu gh various 
ordeals but accomplished a great deal, said the paper. June 9, 
when the National Charter was endorsed, will leave its mark on 
Jordan's history since it was the day when tbe Jordanian citizens 
voiced their absolute support for the continuation of tbe march of 
democracy that can guarantee respect of man and his ideas, and 
maintain tbe momentum for further development and progress, 
said the paper. With the endorsement of the National Charter 
Jordan has tbas set a good example for other Arab countries 
aspiring to freedom and democratic rule, the paper added. It said 
through democracy one can be assured of continued progress for 
this country and its future generations. 


A columnist in A1 Dastaur Arabic daily tackles the plight of the 
Palestinians found in Kuwait, and says that regardless of die 
various international efforts to stop the tragedy befalling them, 
gangs of murderers are still committing their crimes against tbe 
innocent Palestinian civilians. Palestinian people found in Kuwait 
are still exposed to various forms of torture, detention and 
deportation at the bands of murderous militias roaming Kuwaiti 
City and acting as the real power in tbe country, says Mazes 
flainroad. We have heard calls from Amnesty International and 
other world organisations for halting the systematic killing of the 
Palestinians, and we have heard Crown Prince Saad A1 Abdullah 
threatening to impose severe punishment on those who are- 
behind the torture and the tilling of Palestinians, but nothing has 
materialised, and the Palestinians continue to be the subject of 
torture and detention all the time, says the writer. Things are 
getting out of band in Kuwait, and the are allowed to 

spread terror everywhere without any drastic measure taken to 
stop their atrocities, the writer added. Why should the Palesti- 
nians be blamed for Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait and why are the 
Palestinians considered to be Saddam Hussein on whom they 
want to take revenge? asks the writer. He says, should tbe cycle of 
violence continue and more Palestinian blood shed, there might 
come a time when the violence in Kuwait would be impossible to 
halt. 




India: Bigotry and death, democracy and hope 


By Prau Chopra 


THE assassination of Rajiv Gan- 
dhi. his face blown ofT, the skull 
smashed, limb torn from limb, 
must be one more proof, for 
those wishing to believe it, that 
India cannot hold together much 
longer. 

The idea is reinforced by the 
recent rioting during India’s most 
violent election, which left many 
scores dead. This was a re-run of 
what had happened only seven 
years earlier, when Rajiv's 
mother, Indira Gandhi, was 
assassinated in a political- 
religious eruption. Rioters took 
over Delhi and killed several 
thousand. For years Indira Gan- 
dhi had been the only govern- 
ment, and none was left when she 
fell to the bullets of her own 
security guards. 

Repeatedly, as the Indian dra- 
ma has unfolded since independ- 
ence, on Aug. 15. 1947. fate 
seems to slip in episodes from the 
same reel of violence. The most 
startling was the assassination of 
another Gandhi, the Mahatma, 
on Jan. 30. 1948. The most grue- 
some was the bloody massacre of 
the partition riots, when hun- 
dreds of thousands were killed 
within a few weeks. 

The grim greyness of Hlndu- 
Muslim riots, between opposing 
mobs which look alike in their 
poverty rags and criminal rage, is 
a danger ever present behind 
every disturbance. But often, all 
too often, it is broken by holo- 
causts with more vivid colour: 
head-hunting tribes in the north- 
east battling the Indian army with 
their own underground “field 
marshals” and “generals”; the 
silvery peace of Kashmir ending 
in the wailing of hundreds of 
Muslim women clad in black: the 
flowing beards of Sikh militants 
at the Golden Temple in Amrit- 
sar, now as often seen carrying 
AK 47 rifles as naked swords. 

Tbe latest tumult in this unfor- 
tunate line is also the largest. The 
saffron-coloured backlash of Hin- 
du orthodoxy claims to protect 
the motherland against a rebel- 
lious periphery, and against “un- 
grateful guests,” as it describes 
the Muslims. 


This orthodoxy , founded upon 
the highest segments of the Hin- 
du social order, the caste system, 
wants to curb the growing res- 
tlessness of the lower castes. The 
conflict has inflamed the most 
ancient of Indian schisms. The 
primordial instincts and loyalties 
which it can arouse shook much 
of northern India for several 
weeks over a year ago, when 
many young people burned them- 
selves to death in protest against 
a new government’s derision to 
give the lower castes some pro- 
tective discrimination. 

Tbe soldiers of this orthodoxy 
are a photogenic army of Hindu 
priests and mendicants with an 
assortment of others who have 
been pouring out of their social 
caves for the past year or two. 
The cameras of news men linger 
over them lovingly as they swarm 
across the electoral scene, or as 
they tried last year to pull down 
an ancient Muslim mosque, an 
event which precipitated the pre- 
sent elections. The strike of their 
pickaxes only repeated the ques- 
tion whether India would survive. 

In reply, the Hindu orthodoxy 
yells an emphatic “yes” in a 
chorus, orchestrated by the Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party. Its leaders 
reject the secularism of Nehru’s 
India vociferously and are mak- 
ing a strong bid for power in New 
Delhi. The modern-minded, 
liberal, democratic and secular 
Indian, suspecting a streak of 
fascism in the BJP, bites his nails 
in nervousness. 

Whether fascist or not, the BJP 
has won over many in the upper 
business and commercial sections 
and the administration. It is no 
longer a party of fanatical youth 
with the financial backing of 
small traders. Many top military 
men have also joined it. 

But the BJP's problem is that 
Hindu society is like an onion; 
the more you peel in search of the 
core the less you find it. This 
explains why many outside the 
BJP fear that its loyalties will first 
anatognise the non-Hindu and 
then absorb the Hindu into a 
vanishing nugget. These schisms 
and tensions, which are endemic, 
and the crises into which they 
repeated erupt, give the impress- 


ion that India is being ground 
down by poverty and torn asun- 
der by dissensions. 

They give this impression until 
you flip the coin. Then you see a 
very different side of India. 

The British left behind more 
than 500 Indias beside Pakistan; 
each of the 500 odd ’’princely 
states" became folly sovereign 
and independent, Bui within a 
couple of years, India knitted 
them together without firing a 
shot except in Kashmir, and later 
Hyderabad. This must rank 
among the largest acts of peaceful 
assimilation in history. It made 
India a larger juridical and admi- 
nistrative unit that it had ever 
been, under or before British 
rule. 


Of all the territorial problems 
which accompanied the partition 
of India from Pakistan, only one 
now simmers, in Kashmir. All 
other secessionist threats have 
been resolved; that of Tamil 
Nadu was resolved entirely 
peacefully. (The “Sikh problem” 
is different because the Sikhs are 
not secessionists; only some mili- 
tants are). Within the first three 
years, India also accomplished 
one of the largest rehabilitation 
of refugees and completed, and 
unanimously adopted, one of the 
most detailed and complex con- 
stitutions. 


Under this constitution, India 
regularly conducts the world's 
largest elections. The last time it 
did so. in 1989. it had to handle 
an electorate of 500 million, out 
of whom 297 million voted. Ex- 
cept in this year, the elections 
have been free of any serious 
violence, have habitually re- 
turned centrist-liberal-democratic 
forces to power, have churned up 
a broad national consensus and 
have democratised, indigenised. 
ruralised and humanised com- 
munism more than in any other 
country. 

Although undernourishment 
persists, famine has been 
banished, and production of food 
grains has risen fivefold. Poverty, 
which was absolute even by Indi- 
an standards, has been reduced 
by about a third. Indeed, India no 
longer has the cheap surprlus 


labour it used to have. Punjabi 
fanners have to import labour 
from 1,000 miles away, from tbe 
poverty pit of Bihar. 

Industrial growth touched dou- 
ble digi ts in tbe late eighties. 
Agricultural growth, though 
slower, maintained itself over a 
longer haul, became less depen- 
dent upon good weather, and 
showed a well co-ordinated in- 
crease in the productivity of 
several hundred million people. 

Indian industry meets around 
90 per cent of the country’s needs 
and foreign aid accounts for much 
less than 10 per cent of invest- 
ments. More than 100 million 
Indians have tbe same consump- 
tion standards as many in the 
lesser among the developed coun- 
tries and 30 million to 40 million 
compare with those in die richest. 

To an extent usually associated 
only with revolutions, political 
power has been transferred hori- 
zontally from die city to the town 
to the village, and from the 
urban-industrial to rural- 
agricul rural interests. It has been 
transferred vertically from the big 
industry to medium entrep- 
reneurs, from tbe pre-partitkm 
landed gentry to tbe descendants 
of their tenants and cultivators, 
then to the medium and very 
small land holders, and now, by 
hesitant steps, to die latter’s hired 
labour and tbe landless. Few 
countries have changed so radi- 
cally and so quickly by democra- 
tic means and with less violence. 

The effect may be seen in most 
villages outside tbe eastern Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar regio ns. The 
main shop is not very different 
from lesser ones in the town, 
television antennae poke through 
broken roofs, a transistor radio is 
often tbe companion of tbe man 
behind toe plough. Any sizeable 
village would have branches of 
more than one well known bank. 
Rural households’ savings contri- 
bute to toe stock of city-based 
corporations and are an impor- 
tant part of the overall household 
savings sector, which in turn is 
almost a quarter of total savings, 
a proportion exceeded only in 
China. 

If these bits and pieces of 
change seem too remote, note toe 


Is America about to go bust? 


By Paul Moorcralt 


THE world’s only real superpow- 
er may be on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy. By toe end of 1990 toe 
national debt of the USA 
amounted to some $300,000 bil- 
lion. This represents 60 per cent 
of the gross national product. The 
U.S. is now — by a wide margin 
— the world’s largest debtor. 

The U.S. national debt is ex- 
pected to mount by about $250 
billion over each of tbe next two 
yeais. If it continues to grow at 
this rate the debt will double 
before toe turn of the century. 
But toe federal government is not 
the only institution in hock to the 
markets. New York City is again 
in trouble; in 1974-75 it was close 
to bankruptcy. From July 1991 its 
annual budget will be in deficit to 
the tune of over one billion dol- 
lars. The city has been losing 
manufacturing jobs because of 
bigh local taxes while the middle 
class residents continue to move 
to the safer suburbs, as the quali- 
ty of city life is continuously 
degraded. 

Even the golden state of Cali- 
fornia is running out of bucks. 
Pete Wilson, the governor, re- 
cently announced a $13 billion 
state deficit. He said: “We could 
dose all our state universities. 
We could open and empty all our 
prisons. We could eliminate our 
entire state workforce. And we 
could still not balance our 
budget.” 

Why is America in such a 
mess? The U.S. is not embroiled 
in any Vietnam. It might even 
have made a small profit on the 
recent Gulf adventure. The prob- 
lem is the enormous finandal 
hangover caused by the excesses 
of the Reagan years. Future 
historians may identify the 1990s 
as the 'decade when the U.S. won 
the long arms race with the 
USSR, but only a crippling cost. 


The 1980s were also years of 
public and private financial risk- 
taking not seen since the 1920s. 
The U.S. federal, state and city 
administrations were not alone in 
living beyond their means. Both 
big business and individuals did 
likewise. 

Firms go bust of course when 
they can't pay their bills and 
debts; the rate and size of bank- 
rupting have soared during the 
last few years. For example, the 
riskiest debt, known as “junk.” 
increased ten-fold to $230 billion 
during the 1980s. Most of this was 
used to finance takeovers not new 
investment. 

The banks have done no bet- 
ter. In the 1970s and early 1980s 
they lent to tbe Third World and 
saw most of the loans go bad. 
Then, like a flock of sheep, they 
showered credit on corporations 
and individuals. Most of this 
money was spent on second-hand 
assets such as shares and houses. 
High interest rates and enormous 
exports of surplus capital from 
West Germany and Japan 
boosted rhese investments. In- 
itially, the inflation in the value of 
these assets produced large pro- 
fits which in turn encouraged 
more loans. More and more risks 
were taken. Sooner or later this 
mad cycle was bound to come to 
an end. Losses for both develop- 
ers and lenders were inevitable. 
As a result . American banks and 
“thirfts” (building societies) had 
lost $75 billion on bad property 
debts by the end of 1989. 

Many of the thrifts went broke, 
as did the federal insurance 
schemes which are supposed to 
provide a back-up. Tbe failure rate 
among the thrifts has forced Con- 
gress to provide 1150 billion Co 
cover depositors’ losses. Bigger 
institutions like the banks will 
need much larger rescue pack- 
ages as they go belly-up. The key 
to these financial woes is the 


deposit insurance schemes them- 
selves. They have encouraged 
greedy depositors to seek out the 
banks and thrifts which offered 
the highest returns without 
bothering too much how those 
returns were generated. In effect. 
the deposit insurance schemes 
removed the risk lending to the 
financial institutions and encour- 
aged money managers to take too 
many risks with their invest- 
ments. Sidney Taylor, the re- 
search director of the National 
Taxpayers' Union, has made an 
apocalyptic estimate of $14 tril- 
lion in potential taxpayers’ liabili- 
ties for thrift insurance. If these 
liabilities were realised, they 
could make the present gigantic 
federal budget look puny. 

On top of making dodgy loans 
to the Third World, property 
companies and take-over artists, 
the U.S. banking system also 
financed a credit boom for pri- 
vate consumers. Credit card debt, 
for example, increased from $55 
billion in 1980 to over $200 billion 
in 1990, and loans on cars rose 
from SI 12 billion to nearly $300 
billion. Tax changes and the 1987 
Stock Market crash, however, 
have curbed the growth of (non- 
mortgage) consumer debt. 

It’s not all bad news. The U.S. 
trade imbalance has improved 
from $171 billion in 1987 to $101 
billion in 1990. This is partly 
because Washington allowed the 
dollar to depreciate against major 
currencies such as toe yen and the 
mark. But there are still dangers. 
Short-term U.S. interest rates at 
just under 6 per cent are among 
the lowest in toe developed eco- 
nomies. Such cheap credit could 
encourage another debt-financed 
boom in consumer expenditure. 
This could also increase expendi- 
ture on imported goods, thus 
widening the international trade 
deficit again. A cheap money 
policy may fuel domestic inflation 


which could remove the competi- 
tive edge given to U.S. importers 
by the artificially low exchange 
rate. The resulting deterioration 
of the trade gap could lead to a 
rise in interest rates and a reces- 
sion to squeeze out inflation. 

Interest rates pose a problem 
for the government which fi- 
nances its deficit by selling bonds 
to investors who are attracted by 
the return. Many of these are 
foreign investors, because domes- 
tic savings levels are low com- 
pared with those in Japan and 
Europe. Investors can get over 10 
per cent in the U.K. and Italy, 
and over 8 per cent in Germany 
and Switzerland. Moreover, 
Japan and Germany have ex- 
ported far less capital in the last 
year. Germany is preoccupied 
with the costs of reunification and 
the Japanese are terrified of a 
domestic property crash. So, if 
the federal bond auctions are 
unsuccessful, hard domestic 
choices loom; George Bush 
would have to raise taxes, or 
increase interest rates, or drastical- 
ly cut back on federal program- 
mes. A deeper recession, political 
discontent and possibly social un- 
rest, especially in minority com- 
munities, could ensue. 

The end of every empire has 
been marked by two closely re- 
lated phenomena — military 
overstretch and bankruptcy. Tbe 
former may not be immediately 
apparent after the Gulf war, but 
the symptoms of the latter are 
clear. The crusade against Sad- 
dam Hussein may well be a “last, 
almost spastic twitching of U.S. 
supremacy,” as German com- 
mentator, Theo Sommer, put it. 
Compared with its old rival, Rus- 
sia, America’s days as a military 
superpower may not yet be over. 
But in economic terms the U.S. is 
in hock up to its eyebrows. For 
“America the Brave” read 
“America the Broke.” 


Iraq appeals for grace period I Moussa in Damascus 


(Condoned from page 1) 
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and incorrect. 

He said in a letter to de Cuellar 
that Iraq amply will not be able 
to feed its people, repair damage 
from allied bombing and pay 
dispensation for at least five 
years. 

“Iraq once again requests that 
a five-year grace period be set, 
daring which no sum shall be 
deducted from its oil export earn- 
ings, in order that it may address 
the major problems strangling its 
economy and threatening the Ira- 
qi people onto hunger and dis- 
ease.” be wrote in the letter. 

“The years 1991 and 1992, at 
tbe very least, should be consi- 
dered a grace period,” he wrote. 


He asked that the letter be 
circulated to representatives of 
toe 15 nations on the Security 
Council. 

De Cuellar has proposed that 
Iraq not be forced to pay more 
than 30 per cent of its future oil 
revenues. 

Tbe Security Council most de- 
cide whether to accept or modify 
the secretary-general's recom- 
mendation. 

Tbe United States, however, 
its stiO lobbying tbe other council 
members to support its proposal 
that Iraq be required to set aside 
up to 50 per cent of its oil 
revenues for compensation pay- 
ments. 


resolved. 

The future of a proposed Gulf 
security force was also high on 
toe Damascus talks agenda. 

Also Monday. Israel said it was 
sending Foreign Minister David 
Levy to toe United States on 
Tuesday to explain its rejection of 
Bush’s appeal. 

“He (Levy) isn’t going to de- 
liver a special message, but 
should he be asked, be will ex- 
plain the stance of the Israeli 
government and the state of 
Israel,” Shamir told reporters on 
Monday. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman in 
Tel Aviv said Washington knew 


Levy would be toe guest of an 
American Jewish group but bad 
pot yet announced any official 
meetings. Israeli officials said 
Levy’s agenda would be available 
on Tuesday. 

Shamir denied Israel was 
blocking U.S. efforts to convene 
a Middle East peace conference 
and played down differences be- 
tween tbe Jewish state and its 
closest ally and guardian. 

“We aren’t arguing with toe 
United States, not with its presi- 
dent and not with its government. 
We are explaining our way, our 
needs,” he said after touring a 
girls’ school in Jerusalem. 


following, which fits more snugly 
into tbe values of our wicked 
times. Between the two assassina- 
tions, of the mother in 1984 and 
of the son this week, India came 
to feature in the western media as 
a “rising super power” as-dneof 
them put it, or at least as a_ 
regional power, partly because of 
rising military spending. 

Why then all those forebodings 
about India’s future, which I de- 
scribed earlier, on the other side 
of toe coin? Partly they reflect toe 
fact that the reality is bad, and 
partly that the image is. even 
worse. 


appears, happily, to be o ver, I ae 

not too greatly disturbed by th 
powerful emergence of By, j 


In economic policy, India made 
toe cardinal blonder of rushing 
forward without preparing the 
ground. Heavy investments were 
financed by deficits ax home and 
reckless borrowings abroad, bat 
tittle was done first to improve 
the efficiency of the capital at 
work. So, although the growth 
rate has improved, India feces its 
worst ever financial crisis. The 
resulting erosion of confidence 
makes farther borrowings ex- 
tremely difficult. Even so, toe 
base of tbe economy is now much 
wider and stronger ; so a more 
sound thrust forward b attainable 
with the right policies. 

Similarly, the polity is in dis- 
array but not in decay. Most of its 
critical components have greater 
vigour than before, and have 
opportunities to rebuild them- 
selves afresh. 


Hindu. But more than baK of a 
support comes from- those win 
are disappointed witotheotfas 
parties. The appeal of its dogma 
tic Hindu face wfllnqt prosper s 
long-as India remains a demboa 
cy- 

And ; I have - little doubt tfaa 
India trill remain so. Every tin* 
India has honoured toedemocra 
.tic venfict, it has succeeded fa 

solving its — M - - 

Kngrristic i 
in the mid-1950s or' toe (ale 
aspirations of Tamil Nadu or to 
bringing of the geographical o 
social fringe into the. mainstream 
of politics.' ' • 


subverted. Intoa has been in tron 
He, be it in Punjab, orAssam b 
Kashmir. Nowdemocracy is evei 
more deeply; integrated with to 
social andeconomfc febric,draw 
ing strength from the (owes 
depths of the - Indian pyramid 
That is why the backward dasse 
and castes, for toe fast time, haw 
a party among toe. front runner 
for powers. There is also mon 
practise -.that the other great sys 
temic tension in Indian polities 
between the Union, that is to 
centre, and die federating, states 
wDl be resolved. The oonstitntioi 
provides' for a healthy balano 


The Congress (I) party, in par- 
ticular, has toe chance to rid itself 
of dependence upon the cratch of 
tbe Nehru family. How ready it is 
to use toe opp o rtunity may be in 
doubt, considering toe pathetic 
attempt to persuade Sonia Gan- 
dhi to be its next president, as 
though anyone is good enough if 
the name is right. 

But it has toe chance to re- 
juvenate itself with a collegiate of 
authentic leaders. Even tf does 
not, India now has more viable 
parties than ever before, each 
with its distinct base and policy 
thrust, vigorously competitive 
and each able to be an alternative 
government by itself or in coali- 
tion. 

Tbe era of tbe one-family party 


provides tor a neaimy paiana 
between them. But the Congres 
(I), subverted it. Being itself pro 
ne to a highly centc&fised am 
authoritarian style, ft carried to 
infection into the structure o 
state power daring its long year 
in office. 


But this excess' has brough 
about a widespread re aKsa tio 
that tbe imbalance-must be cot 
reded. This, and toe .need fa 
decentrafising power to the vil 
lages, have become a part of to 
emerging consensus. I can there 
fore see many healing tendeede 
which can correct the distortion 
of the economy and tbe polity 
This is the aspect of the India: 
reality, which registers much less 
especially abroad, because it doe 
not throw up menacing images - 
The Financial Times. 



We all are Radii’s mirror 


To the Editor: 


GEORGE Hatfield’s negative remarks on Rami Khonri’s political 
analysis in “The View From Fourth Circle” are completely 
unjustified, (Jordan Times May 29). 

If Mr. Halfieki had been bestowed with a deeper political 
acumen he would know that the Arabs are forced to spend huge 
amount of their GNP on armaments because the West keeps 
supporting the Jewish state unconditionally, militarily and 
morally. 

Even this massive Arab expenditure on armaments cannot 
enable them to reach a fair military parity unto the expansionist 
Zionist state. 

We, toe ones, who chose to stay in Jordan during the Gulf war, 
feel a deep sentiment of contempt towards some journalists of tbe 
western media who were “mis-covering” tbe war and consequent- 
ly misusing the hospitality of their Jordanian hosts. 

Rami has always been an objective, honest, realistic and 
far-sighted journalist. We wish toe western media could have in 
its ranks more of the same calibre. We are proud of him, we are 
his mirror! 


‘The King and V 


HELLO. I am Yara. I am eleven years old. I want to tell yon ti 
story of the man I love. I always felt that way towards him. As 
ever since I can remember I have sent him letters sealed with 
kiss. Pink, red and orange letters, to tell him how I felt and he 
much I adored him. Until then I had never met him in person b 
he was everywhere I went; his image covered TV screen and ti 
front pages of the newspapers. In my wildest dre ams I nev 
thought time would come for me to meet “my King”, to sfaal 
hands with him or, much less, bug him. 

But suddenly, my dream came true and I found myst 
face-to-face with the man I love. “The King wants to see you 
they told me. “He most have liked my love lettere,” I thought i 
myself as I walked through toe corridors of the pwiaw*. wbe 
important men waited to see him. 

Suddenly a door opened and there he was in flesh and Woe 
greeting me at the entrance. Smiling tenderly, he shook him 
with me ever so gently. 

The night before die occasion I could not sleep. 1 was thinldi 
of toe words I wanted to tell him. Where do I start to tell him ho 
nice and tender-hearted be is. But once our eyes met I could a 
utter a word. Instead I just shook hands with him and kept kissii 
him on toe cheek. He said he would look for a corner in irisoffii 
to hang the gift I brought with me. It is a red heart with the won 
“I love you this much.” 

He kept asking me about my schoolmates and about how I d 
at school. He also asked me about ray studies and whether 
enjoyed going to school. There were too many thingt we coul 
have talked about but I just couldn’t say a word. I wanted toehjc 
every second with him. And there I was, speechless. 

. My King, the things I could not say in your presence I say the: 
in your absence. Because I really want to tel] you bow much I lo» 
you. How much my schoolmates think about you. How modi yc 
mean to us. You are really our father and ideal. We know to 
you are busy frying to prevent wars, but yet you find time to tai 
to us. You found time to plane a tree when Che war started. Yc 
find time to talk to women, fang children, listen to old people an 
comfort toe sick... that is why we all love you. 
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Largest peace conference 


U.S.’ mother of al! parades 


Algerian military holds 34 {2 Jor uEZ-iiiis 
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By E. Yagfai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

IN AN ancient valley in the bles- 
sed city of Mecca is situated a 
place of worship known as the 
Ka'ba. It is here that God com- 
manded Prophet Abraham and 
his son Ismael to construct this 
site of worship over four 
thousand years ago. The building 
was made of stone on what many 
believe was the original site of a 
sanctuary built ' by Prophet 
Adam. 

Recent events in the Middle 
East have seemed to distort the 
image of the unique unity that is 
an inherent trait of Islam. 
Nonetheless splintered Muslims 
may be due to national or politic- 
al ideologies, the pilgrimage (or 
hajj) congregraies this diversity 
of the faithful and veers them 
towards the largest annual con- 
vention of faith where Muslims 
meet. This convention which 
takes place in the twelfth month 
of the Islamic calendar, is the 
largest peace conference in the 
world where around two million 
people attend each year. Peace is 
the dominant theme; peace with 
God and one's soul, peace with 
one another and with animals, 
peace with birds and yes. even 
with insects. Truly in any day and 
age, peace is a blessing and a 
glorious goal to seek. 

The pilgrimage breaks down 
barriers of class and race. From 
all comers of the globe and from 
al! walks of life, muslims assem- 
ble in Mecca in response to the 
call of God. All dress in the same 
simple way demonstrating the 
fact rhat ail are God's creatures 
and also a reminder that when 
each believer faces death he will 
be even more simply clothed. 

Too, all believers observe the 
same regulations, avow the same 
supplications at the same time in 
the same manner for the same 
end. During the pilgrimage there 
is no royalty, but only loyalty to 
God. There is no ruling class, but 
only humility and devotion to the 
supreme creator. 

One of the many purposes of 
the hajj is to acquaint the pilgrims 
with the spiritual and historical 
environment of Prophet Moham- 
mad fPBUH). Another is to com- 
memorate the divine rituals 
observed by Abraham and Ismael 
who are the first pilgrims to the 
first house of God on earth, that 
is, the Ka'ba at Mecca. 

The pilgrimage is a reminder of 
the grand assembly on the Day of 
Judgement when all people will 
stand equal before God awaiting 
their final fate. This day is a time 
when no race or status can be 
claimed superior. The pilgrimage 
is also a reminder that Mecca 
alone in the world was honoured 
by God in being the centre of 
monotheism since the time of 
Abraham and it will continue to 
be the centre until the end of 
time. 

The pilgrimage is a course of 
devotion to God alone and Mus- 
lims go to Mecca to glorify God 
alone. The Ka’ba at Mecca is 
considered to be the spiritual 
centre of Islam and the spiritual 
homeland of every Muslim. It is 
to Mecca that the believers turn 
their faces in prayer five times a 
day. 

The hajj to Mecca is an obliga- 
tion only for those who are physi- 
cally and financially able to per- 
form it. The rites of the pilgrim- 
age indude drcling the Ka’ba 
seven times and going seven 
times between the mountains of 
Safa and Marwa as did Hajar 


during her search for water with 
her infant son Ismael. The close 
of the hajj ts marked by the 
festival of Eid Ai AUha. 

Al hajj is marked by offering 
a sacrifice in order io 
celebrate the devotional course as, 
well as to feed poor so they may 
feel the universal joy of the eid 
day. Tins duly is not onlv under- 
taken by pilgrims, but by all able 
Muslims all over (he world. 
Lambs are sacrificed in memory 
of the lamb Abraham sacrificed 
to God in place of his son Ismael. 
It was made known to Prophet 
Abraham that he must stay his 
son. Because he couldn't bear to 
see Ismael's face when he slaved 
him. Abraham placed his son on 
his stomach. As he was ready to 
carry out the revelation, an angel 
appeared and rold. him, “Abra- 
ham. you believed the revela- 
tion.” A big lamb was sent down 
from Paradise and was thus sacri- 
ficed instead of Ismael. 

To all those pilgrims who 
gather from ail over the world, 
may God accept their hajj and to 
thifec who remain behind, may 
they all have a happy eid and 
enjoy the blessing of peace and 
contentment! 


(Continued from page 11 

climbed on lop of a “Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle" passing 
along the parade route, the 
crowds cheered and ap- 
plauded. 

The debate is more than just 
a difference in opinion be- 
tween those who opposed the 
war and those who supported 
it. It is also about political 
posturing. For politicians, the 
celebrations provide political 
capital for the 1992 presiden- 
tial elections, a theme ren- 
dered no less important by the 
fact that the U.S. was not in the 
best of shapes economically 
when the war started. 

‘'This is good for America," 
said President Bush of the 
“Desert Storm" celebrations. 
Republicans boast that the 
celebrations arc an acknow- 
ledgement of the success of the 
military campaign and the re- 
sulting liberation of Kuwait. 
According to Republican 
Senator Mitch McConnell, the 
celebrations also signify the 
end of Saddam Hussein “as a 
threat to his neighbours." 

On the other hand, the 
Democrats, the majority of 
whom were opposed to the 


war, while finding it difficult to 
criticise the celebrations, say 
very little has been achieved 
overseas for Americans to be 
celebrating in this manner. 
Members of the Kuwaiti 
opposition attest that democra- 
cy is far from materialising in 
their country; the Gulf war and 
its aftermath have brought 
considerable suffering to the 
Kurds; and the Arab-Israli 
conflict is far from being re- 
solved. 

According to Congress- 
woman Patricia Shroeder, a 
Democrat who serves on the 
House Armed Services Com- 
mittee, the victory parade 
which lasted longer than the 
ground war itself, is no more 
than a celebration of weapon- 
ry. "We are a country of tech- 
nology junkies, " she siad in a 
television interview, adding 
that the parade was a celebra- 
tion of hardware in which peo- 
ple have ignored the human 
aspect of the war. While it is 
true that the U.S. bus won the 
war. what of the peace. 
Schrocder wondered. 

The weekend parade was also 
a time for the U.S.'s allies — 
Arab and others — not only to 
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To all international representatives 
A rare unrepeatable opportunity 
It is a mechanical invention. 

It is a very simple mechanical turbine, unknown before, 
operates by the effect of natural forces without any fuel. 

A prototype unit has been built and can be seen; it has 
been tried proving the success of the principle. 

Giant installations can be constructed to produce 
unlimited powers for relatively unlimited periods with very 
little maintenance and expenditure.- 
This invention will make power available at every 
doorstep solving major problems of mankind in all 
directions including water at almost a negligible cost. 

In addition it will eliminate entirely the need of atomic 
energy and largely reduces the consumption of oil, and as 
a result of that a lot of pollution is avoided. 

Due to the simplicity of the invention, which can be 
specified and detailed by six words only, no further 
information or details to be expected before finalising 
contract and the required cash deposit plus securing my 
patent rights worldwide. 

Governments and huge wealthy companies only are 
invited tor royalties. 

If interested, please write to us within three months from 
date. 

Mr. N. Nijim 
POB 194 Abu Alanda 
Amman — Jordan 
Tel. Office: 731581 

Res. : 633075 y 


celebrate but to come to grips 
with the reality of America's 
power. Kuwait's ambassador 
to the U.S.. Sheikh Saud Nasr 
Al Sabah, who attended the 
celebration along with other 
officials representing the U.S's 
allies in the Gulf war. thanked 
the U.S and its coalition part- 
ners for thier efforts to rid his 
country of Iraq's occupation. 
He asked that God rest in 
peace the souls of “our 
heroes.” a reference to Amer- 
ican soldiers who lost their 
lives in the war against Iraq. 

A full-page colour advertise- 
ment in the Washington Post 
by the Saudi embassy thanked 
the American people. Presi- 
dent Bush, members of Con- 
gress and "the courageous men 
and women of the U.S. armed 
forces" for what it called 
America's stalwart stand in 
Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm. 


(Continued from page It 

hurt. 

A military communique said 
extremists, apparently belonging 
to Takfir Wal Hijra (anathema 
and flight), tried to mount several 
acts of violence on Sunday. Tak- 
fir Wal Hijra is a small group on 
the fringe of Algeria's Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

The arrests were made since 
President Chadli Benjedid put 
the country under a state of siege 
on Wednesday. 

The military communique said 
troops were hunting six bearded 
‘men in military uniform who 
broke into a firm's offices in Oum ■ 
El Boughi. some 400 kilometres 
east of the capital on Saturday 

Troops making a routine check 
at Batna. 330 kilometres south- 
east of Algiers, arrested four 
armed FIS activists, the military 
said, but gave no other details. 

Late Sunday. Algeria's new 
prime minister said be will form a 


non-party government to ensure 
fair conduct of a general election. 

He did not promise a quick 
presidential election, which was 
also demanded by the fun- 
damentalists. 

The new prime minister, for- 
mer foreign minister Sid Ahmad 
■Ghozaii, told Algerians in a 10- 
minute television speech his 
cabinet would be named within a 
few days. 

He said it would be composed 
of “independent personalities'' 
free from political party influ- 
ence. 

Madam, on Monday said the 
timeframe had been set for the 
president to face voters. 

In an initial reaction to a Sun- 
day night statement by the prime 
minister that he planned a non- 
party government. Madani said: 

“Despite everything, it is the 
first time that recognition of pres- 
idential elections in a limited 
timeframe has been declared offi- 
cially." 
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tia included old men and 
children ;.'m:dered unfit or -r-f 
the wrong ujc tor regular military 
service. 

Other charges ranee from ‘.her. 
and rape to possession o: 
firearms, forging documents and 
collaboration with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, which 
backed Baghdad :n the Gu’f cri- 
sis. 

On Saturday a bedouin who 
said he joined rite militia because 
of death threats to himself and his 
family was sentenced to hang. 

He has no right of appeal under 
martial law provisions but a 
weekend announcement by the 
justice mini 'try said 2 panel o: 
[three Sega: -.-rtpens hac been *ci 
| up to review ali verdicts. 
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The Citizen Printers standard range tinchitos 
your creativity... helps you produce the results 
vou always wanted,quickly, reliably. simply, 
and at real value-for-money, supported 
of course with the famous 2 year warranty. 

Select the printer that compliments your 
computer needs giving you the perfect solution. 

Citizen Printers are efficient, economics! arri 
designed for you. 
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are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 
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Doubts plague Agassi after loss to Courier 


RiO DE JANEIRO (R) — Former Brazil soccer coach Tele 
Santana won his first major title in 20 years as Sao Paolo drew CM) 
with Braganting to win the Brazilian soccer championship final 
Sunday. Sao Paulo, needing only to draw after winning Wednes- 
day’s first leg 2-0, dnly achieved the result they wanted but 
ignored their coach’s preference for attacking soccer. In a 
bad-tempered match, they rarely ventured out of their own half, 
committed numerous fouls and were guilty of time-wasting as they 
earned Santana, Brazil's coach in the 1982 and 1986 World Cups, 
bis first title since 1971. Braganting created few dear chances, 
striker Mazinho missing his team’s best chance in the 75tb minute 
when he fired the ball straight at Sao Paulo goalkeeper Zetti from 
point blank range. Sao Paulo were dangerous on the break and 
should have scored in the 12th minute when striker Muller fired 
over the Braganting goal from six metres after Mace do’s header 
had rebounded off the crossbar. Midfielder Rai, tightly marked 
for most of the match, also hit the Braganting bar with a 
half-volley from the edge of the penalty area in the last minute. 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — Michael Jordan scored 28 points 
to lead the Chicago Bulls to a 97-82 victory over the Los Angeles 
Lakers Sunday giving the Bulls a commanding 3-1 lead in the 
best-of-seven-games National Basketball Association (NBA) 
championships. The Bulls will have a chance to win thesr first ever 
NBA title Wednesday here when they face the Lakers in game 
five. If necessary, games six and seven will be played in Chicago. 
Jordan led Chicago with 28 points, the 16th consecutive time he’s 
led his team in scoring. He also had 13 assists, his third game in 
double figures in the finals. The Lakers who have now lost three 
j successive games after winning the opening contest in Chicago. 

* were led by Yugoslavian centre Vlade Divac, who scored 27 
points. Magic Johnson, the Lakers superstar guard, had 22, while 
James Worthy added 12. 

| *3 s pairs wirss owes- Spurs 

j TOKYO (R) — Japan delighted an ecstatic crowd of 45,000 
Sunday by beating English F. A. Cup holders Tottenham Hostpur 
4-0 to win the annual Kirin Cup International Round-Robin 
Tournament. Spurs, listless and uninventive at the end of a long 
domestic season, conceded three goals in the first-half and never 
remotely locked like closing the gap. 

3 

| HeirShe Berian forced to p9ay amateur 

| FRANKFURT (R) — Hertha Berlin, who were relegated this 
j season after just a year in the German first division, have lost 
j their licence to play in professional soccer because of mounting 
■ debts. The German Soccer Federation (DFB) decided Monday to 
j withdraw licences from Hertha and second division side Eot- 
r/eiss Eisen because both "lacked the ability to perform 
financially.” Hertha will now be forced to play in Germany's 
amateur Oberiiga. They have been reported as having financial 
liabilities c: seme 6.2 million marks (S3.5 million). They have jus: 
over a week to appeal against the ruling. 

GisraSSar seeks Olympic membership 

BIRMINGHAM, England (R) — Sports officials from the British 
Colony of Gibraltar held an hour-long meeting with the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) Sunday in an attempt to gain 
recognition In time for next year's Barcelona games. Nigel Pardo, 
secretary-general of the unofficial Gibraltarian Olympic Commit- 
tee (C-GC;, handed over a memorandum setting out the colony’s 
claim for membership of the Olympic movement. The document, 
Sjb.'ritted on the eve of an IOC executive board meeting which 
] will precede the full IOC session later this week, included an 
cliegktbr. that the Spanish government had sought to block 
Gibraltar’s participation in sports events on Spanish soil, includ- 
ing the Olympics. After his meeting with IOC Director-General 
Francois Canard, Pardo said he would discuss further moves with 
Canard by telephone tomorrow. “The IOC has not formally 
{ accepted or rejected our memorandum, although Canard said the 
’ prcf-reCj :ha: it would be included on the official agenda were 
‘ ■ slur..” Pardo said. 

j taducted Into Hail of Fame 

i CANASTQTA, New York (AP) — Two-time former 
! heavyweight champion Floyd Patterson and Sonny Listx, the man 
! who dethroned him, were inducted into the International Boxing 
Hall of Fame Sunday along with 20 other past champions. All 
eight living inductees — seven champions and a trainer spanning 
more than a half century of boxing — were on band for the 
90-minute ceremony, as well as previously inducted champions 
and special guests, including former middleweight champion 
“Marvelous" Marvin Hagler. Before the living members received 
their rings and were formally inducted into the 3-year-old 
museum, 15 other past champions from the modem, old-timer 
and pioneer eras, and three non-boxers also were enshrined. 

[3un£!es3aga forced to find two trophies 

BONN (R) — Official have been forced to produce two trophies 
as the German League soccer season reaches an exciting dimax 
Saturday. The real silver salad bowl will be in Cologne where 
leaders Kaiserslautern need a point to win tbeir first title for 
nearly four decades, Bundesliga officials said Monday. Bat a 
replica will also be sent to Munich where Bayern, two points 
behind, could take the championship on goal difference if they 
beat Bayer Uerdingen and Kaiserslautern lose. 
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A GOLDEN-AGE BEAUTY 


Neither vulnerable. North deals- 
NORTH 

* A 8 6 5 3 
4 2 

10 S 

* A Q J 8 

WEST EAST 

* J 2 

’ K 10 7 3 ’ AJ5 

J 9 5 4 KQG3 

$ K 63 *7542 

SOUTH 

. ♦ Q IO 9 4 

Q 9 8 6 
A 7 2 
4 10 9 
The bidding 

North East South West 

1 & Pass 1 * Pass 

3 $ Pass 4 * Pas* 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Four of 
Debate will always rage over what 
■were the best years of bridge. In our 
opinion, the Golden Age was in the 
1930s. when the likes of Ely Culbert- 
son. David Bumstine. Howard 
Schenken. Oswald Jacoby. Helen 
Sobel. Hal Sims in the U.S.. Edward 
Royne. Maurice Harrison-Gray. 
Leslie Dodds. Adam Meredith in 
Britain, and Pierre Alba iron in 
France wove their magic over the 
green baize- Among our favorites 
from that time is a hand played in 
1937 by a relative unknown, Lee 


Langdon of New York. 

If the bidding looks a little 
strange, in tbose days it was fash- 
ionable to start with stronger rather 

than longer suits first, and respond- 
ers bid tbeir higher- ranking four- 
card suits in preference to a lower- 
ranking suit if they intended making 
more than one bid. The final con- 
tract of Four spades was a consider- 
able stretch. 

It looked as if the game was 
doomed for sure when West got ofT 
to a diamond lead. However, declar- 
er played as if all the cards were in 
plain sight. 

Declarer won the opening lead 
and ran the len of clubs successfully. 
The club finesse was repeated, and 
the ace of trumps was cashed as a 
precaution against anyone ruffing a 
club with r low trump. 

A diamond was discarded from 
the dosed hand on the ace of clubs 
and. when the king dropped, light 
appeared at the end of the tunnel. 
Declarer led dummy's high club and 
stuffed the last diamond from the 
closed hand. When West ruffed with 
the king, all that remained was a 
mop-up operation. The defenders 
could collect their two heart tricks, 
but sooner or later declarer would 
gain the lead to draw the last trump 
and claim 10 tricks. 


PARIS (Agencies) — Andre 
Agassi was supposed to be the 
leader of a new and impressive 
generation of American tennis 
players. 

But, instead, his third loss in as 
many Grand Slam Finals has left 
him riddled with self-doubt. 

“Who knows how many shots 
you have at a Grand Slam,” said 
Agassi after watching another of 
bis generation. Jim Courier, re- 
ceive the French Open winner's 
trophy at Roland Garros. 

“It is rare when somebody gets 
to experience that moment in 
time. As far as my career is 
concerned, this is the most dis- 
appointing moment of my life," 
added Agassi, close to tears. 

The 21 -year-old Agassi had 
played superbly throughout the 
Roland Garros fortnight, knock- 
ing out world number two Boris 
Becker in the seminfinals, to 
reach the final for the second year 
running. 

But, as in Paris last year and 
the U.S. Open in September, he 
fell at the fast hurdle, playing an 
error-ridden game to lose 3-6 6-4 
2-6 6-1 6-4 .to Courier. 

The ninth-seeded Courier, who 
also nudged Agassi out of fourth 
place in the world rankings with 
his victory, was, like Andres 
Gomez last year and champion 
Pete Sampras at Flushing 
Meadow, playing his first Grand 
Slam final. 

His coach, Jose Higueras, says 
Courier won't stop now. 

"He’s a very dedicated work- 
{ er," Higueras said. “He's not 
J satisfied with being no. 1 or win- 
| r.ing the French Open. He wants 
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Jim Cornier 

to do better than that.” 

Courier plays a bfunt style of 
tennis, reliant almost totally on 
brute power, and he can be blunt 
off the court, too. 

When a reporter asked how 
Courier would prepare for the 
start of Wimbledon later this 
month, the red-haired Floridian 
replied: 

“That’s the dumbest question 
in the world. Don’t spoil my 
day." 

Courier was bom in Sanford, 
Florida, son of a sales executive. 
At 13, he decided to make tennis, 
not basebai, his vocation. 

“That was a bumb choice in 
hindsight," he once said. “I could 
be making 3 million dollars a year 
— guaranteed — if I was just 
batting .280. I was kind of stu- 


Andre Agassi 
pid." 

He, Agassi and women’s cham- 
pion Monica Seles all attended 
Nick Boilettieri’s Tennis 
Academy in Bradenton, Florida. 
But Courier decided the wasn't 
getting the deserved degree of 
attention and broke with Bollet- 
tieri. 

Did be feel a sense of revenge 
after beating Agassi? 

“Not at all,” Courier said. 
“That time passed a long time 
ago." 

Agassi concurred. 

“There were just two profes- 
sionals out there doing their best. 
That's as far as it goes," he said. 

But the irony of the French 
Open in recent years is that its 
surprise winners have then faded 
fast, throwing a cloud of doubt 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


Cup 


GENOA, Italy (R) — Roma lifted the Italian 
Cup for the seventh time Sunday when they drew 
1-1 with Sampdoria in the second leg of the final 
to win 4-2 on aggregate. 

Roma went ahead 10 minutes into the second 
half from a Rudi Voeller penalty after defender 
Moreno Mannini handled. 

Sarapdoria's equaliser came in the 75th minute 
when a shot inside the area from Brazilian 
Cerezo was deflected by his Roma compatriot 
Aldair into his own net. 

The win gave Roma a place in next season’s 
European Cup winner’s cup. 

Atietico Madrid humiliated 

Meanwhile in Madrid, second-placed Atietico 
Madrid suffered a ‘humiliating 3-1 away defeat to 
lowly Espanol, Barcelona’s second team, on the 
last day of the Spanish soccer season Sunday. 

Espanol saw any threat of relegation disappear 
after the win, which came through two goals from 
Javier Escaich and another from Cesar Mendion- 
do. Juan Vizcaino replied for Atietico. 

Fourth-placed Osasuna and fifth-placed Sport- 
ing Gijon were among four teams who qualified 
for next year's UEFA cup. 

Both won 1-0 away, with Luis Enrique, tipped . 
to join Real Madrid next season, scoring sport- 
ing’s winner at Valencia after 23 minutes. 

Osasuna defeated Real Beds through Angel 
Merino in the 46th minute. 

Former champions Real Madrid, also in the 
UEFA Gap, took a measure of revenge Saturday 
when they beat Barcelona, who stripped them of 


the title. 1-0. 

Real Madrid also had the league's top scorer in 
Emilio Butragueno, with 19 goals, two more than 
his nearest rival. Real Sodedad’s Irish interna- 
tional John Aldridge. 

Furthermore Yugoslav international defender 
Predrag Spasic is set to join Spanish first division 
side Osasuna later this month after just one 
season with Real Madrid, Osasuna officials said 
Sunday. 

PSV favourites for Dutch title 

In Amsterdam, PSV Eindhoven were ham- 
mered 4-1 Sunday by Groningen, Hennie Meyer 
scoring a hat-trick, but remain favourites for the 
Dutch title as second placed Ajax Amsterdam 
lost 2-0 at Jowly SW Schiedam. 

With only one game to go, PSV and Ajax are 
level on points with PSVs goal difference advan- 
tage narrowed to just two. 

Both sides are at home next weekend when 
PSV have the marginally easier task. They host 
ninth-placed Volendam while reigning cham- 
pions Ajax entertain Vitesse Arnhem who are 
fith. 

Third placed Groningen overwhelmed PSV 
who sorely missed injured Dutch international 
goalkeeper Hans van Breukelen. 

Yugoslav striker Milko Djurovski was also on 
target for Groningen while PSVs long reply 
came from the prolific Brazilian Romano. 

PSV coach Bobby Robson, the former Eng- 
land manager, said: “They took their chances. 
We had one or two which we didn’t take.. But 
we’re still alive.” 


over the value of the day court 
tournament as an accurate reflec- 
tion of the state of world tennis. 

Michael Chang, - another of 
Agassi's American contempor- 
aries, won the 1989 French title in 
his first Grand Slam final. 

Though he has reached the 
quarter-finals twice since and 
helped the American squad to 
win the Davis Cup last year, 
Chang has not had a particularly 
brilliant run and won only one 
title, the Canadian Open, in 
1990. 

Gomez's star was extremely 
brief. After beating Agassi in 
four sets at last year’s French 
Open, tbe Ecuadorian shrimp 
farmer slumped so badly be de- 
rided not to come back to defend 
the title this year. 

In the 1980s, players such as 
Bjorn Borg. Ivan Lendl and Mats 
Wilander were crowned French 
champions, accurately reflecting 
their achievements elsewhere. 

Faster balls and, this year, har- 
der courts have changed the na- 
ture of the tournament, the only 
Grand Slam event played on day. 

Agassi's mental anguish, mag- 
nified by having to cope with two 
.rain breaks in the second set, 
contributed largely to his defeat. 

His only consolation is that his 
triumphant opponent, who like 
Agassi and women’s champion 
Monica Seles is a product of tbe 
Nick Bollettieri Te nnis Academy 
in Florida, still believes in Ids 
compatriot. 

“He wOl have his day, there is 
□o doubt it,” said Courier. “He is 
too good a player to be denied in 
his whole career." 


Triple Crown 
was a wild one 


NEW YORK (AP) — It was a 
wQd and wacky Triple Crown. 

Critics of medication in racing 
Kke to say a horse who runs on 
the Diuretic Lasix cannot win the 
Belmont Stakes, where it is not 
allowed. 

Hansel did it. 

Disciples of the Dosage Index, 
a complicated formula in which 
stamina is judged on breeding, 
contended a horse outside formu- 
la guidelines could not win the 
Kentucky Derby. 

Strike The Gold did ft. 

Hansel was out of sight when 
Strike The Gold won the Derby, 
and Strike The Gold was no- 
where near Preakness winner 
Hansel. 

At the end of the Belmont, 
though. Hansel was a head in 
front of hard-charging Strike The 
Gold in the closest finish since 
Affirmed beat Alydar to win the 
Triple Crown in 1978. 

It also was a golden head. The 
victory earned Hansel $1 million 
for the most points earned in the 
Triple Crown races. Hansel had 
20 points to Strike The Gold’s 15. 

“Hansel was in the race all the 
way," said Nick Zito, Strike Tbe 
Gold’s trainer. “We were dead 
last. We were coming from the 
moon.” 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JUNE 11, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Now from tOc past thal has been OaryOor 

you have an excellent day to pro- bugging you for wa ri aw so - ' 

dace fine resalt of a constructive listen 

5SK3S3 gwSHSS 

days. Go forward. tear qnesDon tbattoon *e am** 

1 of you and your partner for some-. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) t time and arrive at the right snswte' 
This is certainly your day to do you seek. 

pretty much whatever you please goomoe (October 23 to Novcto- 
teax caa.be helpful to you for a ^ 21) That job bave been taking 
longtime to come and which makes ^ ^ about comparing canbe 
some desirable doors open for you. ffafehed very satisfactorflv now so 

TAURUS: (Aptfl 20 to May 20) waste no more tune and get “ft 
Now you find it imperative to get done- ....... 

the becking of an older person who SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to', 
understands your position and wbo December 21) Whatever pots yon 
has it in his/her power to be of on is just great now to so be alert to 

great help to* you. any sort of happiness coming yottr- 

GEMINfc (May 21 to June 21) way and enjoy fttotfie fuflesrforit 
wbatcwr- you would like to do that should. be good for- you. 
means comacting friends you have CAPRICORN: (December 22 = fo- 
known for a considerable length of January 20) Make a point to open 
time is good so see and discuss ^ some new ways to get more 
ideas with them. accord with those to whom you are 

MOON CHDJDKEN: (June 22 to basically attached and whose 
July 21) If you have some means by approval fe required now. : - 

which to please an official or any AQUARIUS: (January 21 to ftbre- ■ 

higher up. this is the tone to do it ary. 19) Yrraareabte todaslthoher 
and get bis support, so desirable. and thither now making appoint- 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Com- men is, seeing companions, doing' 

m unication with that person who errands, getting supplies, making- 
can help you to take that trip to sates, 

expand menially, educational-wise PISCES: (February 20 to March 
and you make tins a very profitable 20) This is your tune totbmk about. : 

da y* * how much money you have and ... 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September how you can have a greater" 
22) Yon are now able (o rely upon amount of income and for devising 
that hunch how to settle a matter ways to improve your property. 




THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“I’m losing my mind. If it turns 
up, give me a call at this number.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 
by Henri Amok] and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jianbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
* tour ordinary words. 




WHEN THE CHEF WAS 
PKOMOTEP TOTHE 
FRONT OFFICE, HE GAVE 
UP HIS POTSrtNC? 
FANS FOR THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: JEWEL CRAZE PITIED BARREN 
Answer That fashion plate constitute d a credit to her 
husband, but also this — A DEBT 


THE Daily Crossword by ru n»» 


ACROSS 
1 Caesar's city 
S Lot size 
9 Illustrator 
James M. — 

14 Zealous 

15 Small turd 

16 Fr city 

17 Cartoon couple 

20 Caribou kin 

21 Talent 


23 Steed 

25 Purity 

26 Item for 
steeping 

28 Swim or Jump 
imi&n 

29 Unearthly 

30 1 — of Eden" 

31 Owns 

34 Cartoon couple 

38 Nav. rank 

39 Call It — (quit) 

40 Eagle nest 
4j Traverse 

42 Darkened 

43 Quiets with 
drugs 

47 Move like a 
dervish 

48 Chalk remover 

49 Hot or county 

50 Resident of: 
abbr. 

S3 Cartoon couple 

56 More Ingid 

57 Sled 

58 Ringer 

59 Food fish 

60 Retired 

61 Chl-ehi 

DOWN 

1 Ethnic group 

2 Ellipse 

3 Davy workers 

4 Part of speech, 
abbr. 

5 Sun shield 

6 Occupation 

7 Lease 

8 FinaftzB 

9 Small bloom 
10 Zodiac sign 
n veep Barkley 
12 Actress Sharon 


aaa 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Solved 
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from marriage 
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25 Comfortable 

26 Yam 
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28 Lucifer 

30 Norse literature 
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32 Pans pal 

33 Rushed 

35 Table Imen 

36 Pacific isle 

37 Back 

41 Pilots 

42 Mortified 

43 Tournament 
games for short 

44 Remarque or 46 Queried 52 Saulrmina 

Segal 47 Golf dub 54 in the 

45 Ariaem 4g ignore manner pf 

Romania 51 Fen to one side 55 Pro league 
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U.S. remains world’s biggest 
debtor despite new calculations 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- painted an ex 
tied States is still the world’s picture, 
biggest debtor nation, but it's not That is becai 
nearly as deep in the red as first dons valued U. 
thought, new figures released by at the price at 
the U.S. Commerce Department bought, usually 
on Sunday show. not at the much 

The figures, which attempt to would fetch no 
value the United States' overseas According to 
assets at current prices rather no ns. the Unite 
than at the prices at which they debtor nation a* 
were bought, show the United and was in the 
States anywhere from about $200 * $663.75 billion, 
billion to more than $380 billion n .. 
better off in 1989 than originally .. R “ pond,ng 1 
reported. ' Commerce 

But the United States was still C0 ™5H p J Wth 
in the red that year, the latest for m * I f , o ds °*. mc - 
which statistics are available, by net internallon a! 
hundreds of billions of dollars. Don ' 

Right-wing economists have The first vahu 
long argued that the Commerce such as facrorici 
Department's old calculation of price it would 
the United States' net interna- them. That calci 
tional investment position United States b 


painted an excessively gloomy 
picture. 

That is because those calcula- 
tions valued U.S. overseas assets 
at the price at which they were 
bought, usually years ago, and 
not at the much higher price they 
would fetch now. 

According to the old calcula- 
tions. the Unites Slates became a 
debtor nation as far back as 2984 
and was in the red in 1989 by 


Responding to such criticism, 
the Commerce Department has 
come up with two alternative 
methods of measuring the U.S. 
net international investment posi- 
tion. 


The first values overseas assets 
such as factories and land at the 
price it would cost ro replace 
them. That calculation shows the 
United States became a debtor 


Algeria, Occidental sign 
oil exploration agreement 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria signed 
an oil exploration contract Sun- 
day with Occidental Petroleum 
Corp of the United States. 

Under the contract, the Los 
Angeles-based company will in- 
vest at least $32 million in pros- 
pecting for oil in an area of 23,000 
square kilometres near Hassi 
R’Mel, in die Sahara, the Alge- 
rian state oil company Sonatrach 
said in a statement. 

Under the five-year agree- 
ment, Occidental pledged to sink 
10 exploration wells and carry out 
detailed seismic surveys over a 
distance of 1,000 kilometres and 
other surveys extending beyond 
5,000 kilometres. 

Sonatrach, for its part, agreed 
to carty out gas exploration in the 
same area. 

Sonatrach Director Abdulhak 
Bouhafs said during the signing 


Occidental Petroleum. 

"The choice of the blocs is also 
important. These blocs are sited 
in a prospecting zone close to 
existing oil facilities which will 
help speed up the development of 
finds," he said. 

Terms of the agreement were 
kept secret but the Sonatrach 
director said production would be 
shared. 

Since 1986, Algeria has sought 
to attract foreign companies to 
carry out exploration to increase 
its oil and gas reserves on which 
most of Its wealth depends. 

It has subsequently signed 
several exploration contacts 
covering more than 75,000 square 
kilometres, notably with Spanish, 
French and Italian companies and 
one other American firm, Ana- 
darfco, in 1989. 

Under those contracts, about 


ceremony it was Algeria’s first . $500 million is being invested in 
exploration agreement with some 50 exploration wells. 
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■ Qatar W?99? 

Currency Bid Offer 

U.S. Poilar .#4 ~ m6g6 

Sterling Found ^ U475 

Deutsche Mark .3854 . 3875 

Swiss Franc .4500 • 4523 

French Frame .1138 ,1144 

Japanese Yen* .486 9 . 4893 

Dutch Guilder .3423 .3440 

Swedish Krona .7076 .1081 

Italian Lira* .0520 .0523 

Belgian Franc .01874 . 01883 

*HrlU - • 

LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rales for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nudsesskm 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6690/6700 

1.1495/1500 

1.7700/10 

1.9915/25 

1-5130/40 

36.38/42 

5.9925/75 

1312/1313 

141.20/30 

63500/50 

6.8930/80 

6.7875/25 

370.00/37030 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
I talian fire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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nation in 1986 and was in the red 
in 1989 by S463.96 billion. 

The other measurement values 
U.S. investments in overseas 
companies at prices based on 
those prevailing in foreign stock 

markets. Under that method, the 
United States did not become a 
debtor nation until 1V87 and was 
in the bole by $281.44 billion in 
1989. 

“It's (the trend's) the same 
story, lagged a couple of years,’’ 
said Mr. Michael Darby, Com- 
merce Department under- 
secretary. "Of course, the levels 
make a difference." 

He said the new data show thar 
foreigners who are now buying 
factories, equipment and land in 
the United States are just "trying 
to catch up" with the United 
States, which has been doing the 
same for years. 

Two Gulf 
Arab 
cement 
companies 
to merge 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — A 
joint Saudi-Bahraini cement com- 
pany and a Saudi Arabian firm 
are to merge. 

The Dammam-based Saudi Ce- 
ment Company Limited (SCCL) 
said it would merge with the 
Saudi Bahraini Cement Company 
(SBCC) following agreement by 
their shareholders. 

The new company will be able 
to produce 10, ‘TOO tonnes of ce- 
ment per day. 

SCCL public affairs repre- 
sentative, Mr. Youssef Muaibed, 
told Reuters the plan had re- 
ceived initial agreement from the 
Saudi Arabian ministry of com- 
merce. 

“Final arrangements to com- 
plete the merger process are now 
rested with the commerce and 
industry ministries,'* a statement 
from SCCL said. 

Established in 1980, SBCC is a 
joint stock company with share- 
holders from Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain which manufactures ce- 
ment and imports raw materials. 

SBCC said it made a net profit 
of 74.25 million riyals ($19.8 mil- 
lion) in calendar 1990 while 
SCCL, established in 1955, said it 
posted a 70.68 million riyal 
($18.84 million) net profit during 
the same period. 


Prominent banker recommends removing 
barriers between typified Jordanian banks 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Through modem 
and technically-advanced legisla- 
tion, the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ), the commercial and in- 
vestment banks and other finan- 
cial companies in the Kingdom 
should move to introduce a new 
form of institutions in Jordan, 
known internationally as “univer- 
sal banks," a prominent financier 
told a group of bankers, econom- 
ists and government officials 
Saturday evening. 

Lecturing at the Association of 
Banks in Jordan, Mr. Jawad 
Hadid, general manager of Arab 
Banking Corporation (ABC)/ 
Jordan, explained that the term 
"universal bank'* refers to a bank 
whose services are so wide- 
ranging and comprehensive that 
it encompasses the now separated 
functions of commercial banks, 
investment banks, financial com- 
panies and specialised credit in- 
stitutions. 

Mr. Hadid reviewed the ex- 
periences of the United States 
and Europe noting that the 
Americans are now trying to re- 
form their banking system after 
realising the failure of having 
separated or restricted the bank- 
ing system in the late 205 and 
early 305 after the Great De- 
pression. 

The American approach has 
led banks to lend to Third World 
countries, which are now facing 
difficulties in repaying, or to lend 
to certain energy and real estate 
sectors which periodically 
plunged into recessions. 

The Europeans, Mr. Hadid 
added, were successful having 
maintained throughout the years 
the whole financial services of a 
bank as one function despite the 
emergence of merchant banks. 
The lecturer described these 
banks as being mostly family- 
owned (Jewish) and highly spe- 
cialised in trading commercial 
papers without much interference 
from the monetary authorities. 
These merchant banks have de- 
veloped into acceptance bouses at 
present, he noted. 

Mr. Hadid classified the finan- 
cial set up in Jordan into five 
categories: 

First, he pointed out, Jorda- 
nian banks were established after 
the British clearing bank’s exam- 
ple which attract public deposits 
and invest them again in various 
economic sectors. The invest- 
ments were mostly in the form of 
overdrafts or advances under cur- 
rent account which often turned 
into permanent loans over time 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

TOKYO — Stocks dosed sharply lower with investors scared off 
by New York's weakness on Friday and the soft yen and bond 
prices. The Nikkei average fell 436.7 to 24,598.38. 

SYDNEY — The Australian market was closed to mark Queen 
Elizabeth’s birthday. 

HONG KONG — Stocks finished weaker but off lows with the 
blue-chip Hang Seng index down 16.58 at 3,621.19. 
SINGAPORE — The market dosed weak with widespread falls on 
bearish sentiment. The Straits Times industrial index fell 20.56 
points to dose at 1,529.62. 

BOMBAY — The Bombay Stock Exchange was dosed after 
heavy monsoon rains paralysed the city. 

FRANKFURT — The 30-share DAX index fell 4.72 points to end 
at 1,704.92 after losses on Wall Street on Friday and in Tokyo on 
Monday. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed lower in lacklustre trading. The SPI 
index ended six points down at 1,114.8. 

PARIS — The GAG40 index finished 6.26 points down at 
1,846.25, its first dose below the psychological threshold of 1.850 
since May 30. 

LONDON — News of the biggest fall in U.K. pay deals in more 
than a decade sparked talk of another cut in in terest rates but the 
market dosed off the day’s highs. The FTSE index ended 5.6 
•points up at 2,511.9. 

NEW YORK — New York's Gulf war victory parade distracted 
traders and kept volume low. At 1605 GMT the Dow average was 
up 1.12 pants to 2,977.86- 
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Jawad Hadid 

due to the inability of borrowers 
to settle the outstanding credits 
when requested. 

These banks, called commer- 
cial banks, branched into the 
Kingdom and met the needs of 
the country until mid 70s when 
the acceleration of economic acti- 
vities necessitated developing the 
financial sector from a "cash mar- 
ket". exercised by the commer- 
cial banks, to a "capital market" 
which was entrusted to invest- 
ment banks and financial com- 
panies. 

Given the role of formulating a 
capita] market through issuing, 
underwriting and marketing 
securities, bonds and equities, the 
investment banks and financial 
companies proceeded into the 
new era of financial services in 


Jordan by also granting medium 
and long-term credit extensions, 
exceeding five years and up to 15 
yean, compared to the short term 
operations of commercial banks 
whose deposits and loans are 
usually of one -year tenor and 
mostly cover import businesses 
on the lending pan. 

The lecturer said that the 
second category of investment 
banks and financial companies 
was however constrained by the 
interest rate ceiling of the past 
years, the income tax structure, 
and other limitations which hin- 
dered the investment banks and 
companies from advancing into 
areas of pricing share offerings 
and managing funds on behalf of 
customers in addition to the other 
services, such as syndicated 
loans, which were taken pre- 
viously by commercial banks. 

Mr. Hadid also cited the gener- 
al immaturity of the economic 
climate in Jordan and conse- 
quently the rigidity of regulations 
and guidelines governing various 
operations as a factor which held 
back the development of a capital 
market effectively. 

Moreover, the restrictions on 
accepting deposits and the level 
of obligatory reserves requested 
by the Central Bank, along with 
other drawbacks, pressured these 
institutions to venture into lend- 
ing to risky projects and, later, 
into slowly entering the areas of 
commercial banking without hav- 
ing the financial resources en- 
joyed by it. 

Over the years, Mr. Hadid 
continued, the investment banks 


and companies were repeatedly 
requesting the lifting of more 
barriers separating them from 
commercial banking in order to 
improve their operations. 

The third category, according 
to the lecturer, was the Housing 
Bank which he compared to the 
U.S. thrifts or savings and loans 
institutions. 

He said the bank was very 
successful in attracting deposits 
from a large base that extended 
to remote villages and desert 
towns in as much as it was suc- 
cessful in financing house build- 
ing for limited-income citizens. 

However, the Housing Bank 
managed to escape the trap of 
interest rates and the tenor prob- 
lem of short-term deposits and 
long-term lending by branching 
out its activities to all areas re- 
lated to real estate, such as 
financing imports of building 
materials and other construction 
projects alongside the commer- 
cial banks. 

Mr. Hadid named the Islamic 
banks as being the fourth categ- 
ory and said that they were the 
closest to the “universal bank’ 
ideology, except for the element 
of interest which makes the dif- 
ference. He noted that Islamic 
banks tie commercial banking 
and investment banking in a uni- 
que form and that their opera- 
tions include aspects of a mutual 
fund scheme. 

But the ABC general manager 
cautioned that Islamic banks face 
the problem of finding a “lender 
of last resort” — which is usually 
the central bank of a country — 


due to the interest factor involved 
which also affects the "place- 
ments’* of the huge liquidity 
usually kept by such banks to 
meet unforeseen developments. 

The fifth banking category in 
Jordan, according to Mr. Hadid. 
were the specialised credit institu- 
tions which he described as being 
instrumental for any country or 
government although they carry 
major risks having to finance a 
specific economic sector regard- 
less of its potential, profitability 
or prospects. 

Summarising his lecture, Mr. 
Hadid said that the whole world 
was moving towards adopting the 
concept of “universal banks,” 
being pushed to that goal by the 
U.S. experience and the tech- 
nological advancements in the 
field of communication. 

Furthermore, he explained, 
“universal banks” minimise risks 
in all are as and boost the credibil- 
ity of such institutions. He added 
that "universal banks" enjoy 
highest credit ratings in the 
world. 

Mr. Hadid concluded by urging 
the Central Bank to focus, in its 
drive for banking reform, on lift- 
ing all barriers between the func v 
tions of all kinds of banks and 
financial companies. He also cal- 
led on the various financial en- 
tities to merge, suggesting having 
a separate investment arm and 
another commercial arm with 
highly qualified experts, at the 
senior and junior levels at each 
one of them, termed by Mr. 
Hadid as “supermarket banks." 


Israel seeks $500m IMF loan 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel will turn 
to the International Monetary 
Fund for the first time in 13 years, 
seeking a loan of up to S500 
million because of losses caused 
by the Gulf war, the central bank 
said Monday. 

The statement by Mr. Amnon 
Yaacobi, spokesman for the 
Bank of Israel (BOI), followed 
bank estimates that Israel lost 
$700 million in the crisis, mostly 
through the collapse of tourism, 
lower exports and higher oil 
prices. 


Israel wants a compensatory 
financing facility loan, which is 
not conditional on following IMF 
directives. It would be a five-year 
loan with a three-year grace 
period. 

The country is struggling to 
finance the absorption of a wave 
of Soviet immigrants and officials 
say it will need to borrow billions 
of dollars abroad in coming years. 

A central bank source said the 
IMF had created a fund for Mid- 
del East countries hurt by the 
Gulf crisis, with a ceiling set at 


$500 million for Israel. budget and more flexible foreign 

The Israeli request will coin- currency system, 
ride with the arrival next month The BOI said Israel had not 
of an IMF delegation for its borrowed from the IMF in the 


annual appraisal of the country. 

“The IMF inspection of the 
loan request is technical. I expect 
they will approve the loan, as 
Israel’s balance of payments is 
basically sound," the source said. 

Israel’s last IMF loan was taken 
out in 1978 after an exprot drop. 
Abstaining from IMF loans has 
enabled it to ignore recommenda- 
tions by the fund for a tighter 


last decade because its foreign 
currency reserves and economic 
situation did not justify it. 

According to the BOI, Israel 
will be free to use the loan in any 
way it chooses. 

Last month the government 
appointed Mr Jacob Frenkel, the 
IMF’s chief economist, as gov- 
ernor of the BOI. He will take 
over in August. 


Tehran plans orders worth 
billions of marks in Germany 


BONN (R) — Iran intends to 
place orders worth billions of 
marks with German firms, Eco- 
nomics Minister Juergen Moelle- 
mann said following a week-long 
visit by Iranian Mines and Metals 
Minister Mohammad Hussein 
Mahloujchi. 


One orders for about 600 mil- 
lion marks ($345 million) has 
been awarded to trading house 
Kioeckner und Co.A.G., owned 
by Viag A.G., the daily newspaper 
Die Welt has said. 

A spokesman for Kioeckner 
would neither deny nor confirm 


SABIC reports 34% 
increase in net profit 


MANAMA. Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi Arabian Industries Corp 
(SABIC) has said its net profit for 
the first quarter of 1991 rose 33.7 
per cent to 695.88 million riyals 
($186 million) from 520.5 million 
a year earlier. 

Total output rose to 2.45 mil- 
lion tonnes from 2.41 million 
tonnes for the same period a year 


ago. SABIC products include 
steel, petrochemicals, plastics 
and fertilisers. 

Deputy Chairman Ibrahim Ben 
Abdulla Ben Salameh said in a 
statement that total income for 
the first quarter of 1991 rose to 
2.226 billion riyals from 2.033 
billion riyals in the same period 
the previous year. 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished second floor apartment consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms. spacious salon, large kitchen. European style furniture, 
independent utilities, telephone line, parking area. Location: 4th 
Circle area. 

For more Information please call tel. 817960 or 827537 
from 9 a.m. till 9 p.m. 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

The American Community School announces a new 
programme for 4 and 5 year olds for the 1991/92 school 
year. 

Classes will be five days per week from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. 

A reduced tuition and capital assessment rate will apply. 
Bus transportation is available for an additional fee. 

Please contact ACS at 813944/6 for additional 
information. 


UNFURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, large reception area, 
large kitchen, three bathrooms, two 
balconies, parking lot in Abdoun. 

Please contact tel: 816603 


the report as the company nor- I 
mally first announces such orders 
when they have taken effect But 
be said Kioeckner had bad good 
relations with Iran for decades. 

A spokesman 'for the econo- 
mics ministry confirmed a report 
by the Iranian news agency 
IRNA that Iran had signed 12 
memorandums of understanding 
with various German firms for 
projects in Iran. He declined to 
name the firms. 

During his visit to Germany die 
Iranian minister discussed speci- 
fic investment projects with many 1 
companies, including Siemens 
A. G., Thyssen A. G. and Kioeck- 
ner. 

The statement from Mr. Moel- 
lemann also said Iran intended to : 
place an order worth between one 1 
and two billion marks (S570 mil- i 
bon and $1.2 billion) with east 
German firm Takraf of Leipzig 
for port facilities and a large iron 
ore transhipment facility in Iran’s 
free-trade Qeshem Islam free 
zone. 

Mr. Moellemann added the 
orders were a key part of Iran’s 
1990-94 economic plan to streng- 
then and broaden its mining indus- 
try to boost exports of iron ore, 
coal, copper, manganese, zinc 
and lead-concentrates, and in- 
dustrial minerals. 


TOKYO (R) — Anti-smoking 
campaigners, on the offensive 
around the world, seem to be 
malting no headway in Japan, 
according to figures showing re- 
cord cigarette sales in the past 12 
months. 

Total sales rose 2.6 per cent to 
322 billion units in the year to 
March 1991, the Tobacco Insti- 
tute of Japan said. 

Sales of foreign brands, mostly 
American, jumped 10.9 per cent 
to 51.1 billion units in 1990/91 
and now account for 15 per cent 
of the Japanese market. 

The institute attributed the rise 
in sales to an increase in the adult 
population, stable prices and the in- 
troduction of new brands catering 
to Japanese smokers’ tastes. 

Anti-smoking campaigns 
would not affect cigarette con- 
sumption, an institute spokesman 
said. 

“Smoking is so deeply rooted 
in the daily life of many Japanese 
that cigarette consumption is un- 
likely to be cut easily," he said. 


A reputable establishment in Amman requires an Executive 
Secretary capable of handling administrative secretarial work, 
strong personality, well spoken and to manage two evening 
part-time secretaries working in the same establishment. 

For Interested secretaries with above qualification 
please contact Majed International Establishment Tel. 
602161 for appointment 



INTENSIVE COURSE IN 
MODERN STANDARD ARABIC 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in Modem 
Standard Arabic for speakers of other languages will 
commence on June 29. and will last for 8 weeks. 

The programme is intensive and classes meet in the 
morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday- 
Wednesday. 

Those Interested please call at the Language* 
Centre for registration. 
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De Klerk says South African 


trade with Africa set to 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Pres- 
ident F.W. De Klerk said after a 
ground-breaking visit to Kenya 
that African resistance to trade 
with South Africa was crumbling 
as fast as apartheid. 

“It’s like a dam wall bursting. 
If we can bring a successful visit 
to two more important countries 
in Africa we will have turned 
things around," be told reporters. 

Speaking Sunday as bis plane 
flew south over tbe Indian Ocean 
to skirt Tanzania, which denies 
overflight rights to South Africa, 
De Klerk declined to specify what 
countries he hoped to visit next. 

But Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha said on Kenyan Television 
that De Klerk might go to Nigeria 
later this year. 

Mineral and Energy Minister 
George Bartlett told Reuters dur- 
ing the flight that Kenyan officials 
promised during talks in Nairobi 
to lift a ban on South African 
tenders for industrial contracts 
within weeks. 

Trade and Industry Minister 
Org Marais said South Africa 
could nmdercut the West and 
even Pacific suppliers with many 
products more suited to Africa. 

“For our manufacturing indus- 


try, Africa is the ideal market," 
he said. 

De Klerk appeared to hint at 
further travels in Africa this year 
when he visited a game park 
straddling the equator at Nanyuki 
and said: "The equator is no 
logner the dividing line of Africa 
for South Africa." 

President Daniel Arap Moi in- 
vited De Klerk to Kenya in recog- 
nition of his efforts to dismantle 
apartheid and his promise to 
negotiate with black leaders on a 
transition from white rule to 
democracy. 

De Klerk bad previously vi- 
sited eight other African coun- 
tries, but government sources 
said he regarded the two-day trip 
to Kenya, the first by a South 
African leader since 1948, as tbe 
most important so far. 

On Monday, he was due to go 
to the small state of Swaziland for 
the first time and have talks with 
King Mswati. Tbe kingdom, bor- 
dered on three sides by South 
Africa, depends heavily on its big 
neighbour for its economic exist- 
ence. 

Moi and De Klerk met for 
three hours Saturday and again 
Sunday. 


Moi bailed De Klerk at a ban- 
quet for his “bold decision of 
initiating a process of dismantling 
apartheid in South Africa.” 
Aides and cabinet ministers 
travelling with De Klerk were 
ecstatic about die progress they 
said was made. 

Botha said the talks opened the 
way for a major increase in trade 
within Africa, where South Afri- 
ca dominates die sub-Saharan 


economy. 

South Africa’s 1990 gross 
domestic product of $120 billion 
almost equalled the total of $130 
billion GDP of die remaining 39 
countries of the sub- Saharan con- 
tinent, be said. 

“What we are doing now is 
peanuts... there is potential for a 
massive increase in trade,” Botha 
said. 

“As long as apartheid was 
there, it was not reasonably possi- 
ble for any African country to 
support through trade the gov- 
ernment that was oppressing their 
own African brothers." 

Now, with tbe last apartheid 
laws set for repeal by the end of 
June, trade could multiply ten- 
fold from the present bilateral 
level of about $12 billion a year. 



F.W. de Klerk 


he said. 

Marais said South Africa and 
Kenya were close to an agree- 
ment on tourism and could 
cooperate on technology, miner- 
als prospecting, raw material con- 
version and agriculture. 

“The government is just open- 
ing the channels for trade," be 
said. “After that it is up the 
private sector and they are 
already active." 


Senate leaders warn Bush 


about rushing arms treaty 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate 
leaders say President George 
Bush should not rush to complete 
a strategic arms agreement ahead 
of a summer summit with Soviet 
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 

“I don't think we ought to try 
to meet any artificial deadlines." 
Senate minority leader Bob Dole 
of Kansas said Sunday. 


Senator Sam Nunn, chairman 
of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, expressed concern 
that arms control negotiators will 
“end up making some mistakes" 
if they speed a pact in time for the 
as-yet unannounced Moscow 
summit. 


‘Td rather see them go ahead 
with the summit without rushing 
the negotiators,” Nunn said on 
NBC-TV’s “Meet the Press." 

Sen. Bill Bradley charged that 
Gorbachev was trying “a new 
form of nuclear blackmail” by 
warning that failure to help the 
Soviet Union could jeopardise 
worid peace. 

“i don't think that we should 
be blackmailed by tbe threat,” 
Bradley, a relentless critic of U.S 
aid for the Soviets, said on ABC- 
TV’s “This Week with David 
Brinkley.” 


The White House and Kremlin 
have said Bush and Gorbachev 
were considering a summit before 
tbe world's seven largest indus- 
trialised nations gather for their 
annual economic summit in Lon- 
don July 15-17. Gorbachev is 
expected to go to London to 
plead for Western help, as he did 
in his Nobel Peace Prize accept- 
ance speech last week in Oslo. 

The two superpowers are still 
struggling to finish work on the 
pact to reduce their long-range 
nuclear arsenals by 30 per cent. A 
U.S. official said privately Satur- 
day that a summit “won't happen 
in June and it may not happen in 
July.” 

The differences indude bow 
much data the two superpowers 
will exchange on missile Bight 
tests and whether warheads re- 
moved from multiple-warhead 
launchers can be placed on other 
missiles. 

Dole and Nunn both said there 
was plenty for Bush and Gor- 
bachev to talk about without sign- 
ing START, induding a conven- 
tional arms pact and the Krem- 
lin’s need for help. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Daniel Pat- 
rick Moynihan, a New York 
Democrat, said on the Brinkley 


show that tbe Soviets should be 
given most-favoured-nation trade 
status to spur “pure capi talis t 
transactions” between the two 


superpowers. 

Bradley replied: “No presi- 
dent, no chancellor of West Ger- 
many, no president of France can 
tell business people to invest in 
the Soviet Union in order to lose 
money. Tbe Soviet Union has to 
make the changes domestically 
that will attract that capital." 


Bradley said Gorbachev had 
refused top reduce defence ex- 
penditures or “take even modest 
steps toward a market-oriented 
economy." 

Nunn said any Western help 
“should come through the IMF 
(International Monetary Fund) 
and the World Bank... that are 
accustomed to potting conditions 
on aid.” 


Nunn said private U.S. enter- 
prise should be encouraged to 
help die Soviets develop their oil 
and gas resources and convert 
their military to peacetime uses. 

But he cautioned against mak- 
ing such private deals conditional 
on the Soviets' ending aid to 
Cuba or solving internal prob- 
lems. 


Japan’s foreign minister seeks 


Hanoi’s help on Cambodia 


HANOI (R) — Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama will 
seek Hanoi's help to solve the 
Cambodian conflict when he vi- 
sits Vietnam this week and is 
likely to promise a lot of aid once 
a solution is found, Asian diplo- 
mats said Monday. 


“Japan would tike Vietnam to 
help facilitate the Cambodian 
peace process,” said one <fipk>- 
mat before Monday’s scheduled 
arrival of Nakayama, the most 
senior Japanese official to visit 
Vietnam. 

“Vietnam can expect a great 
amount of economic assistance 
from Japan for its economic re- 
covery,” the diplomat said. 

Nakayama would meet 
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen in Ho Chi Mirth Gty Thurs- 
day to try to unblock the peace 
process, after two days of talks 
with ' Vietnamese leaders in 
Hanoi, one diplomat said. 

Hanoi backs the Phnom Penh 
government it installed in 1979 
after its troops overthrew the 
brutal Khmer Rouge govern-. 


meat. The Khmer Rouge, aimed 
by China, have since fought a 
guerrilla war in an uneasy alliance 
with two Western-backed non- 
c ornm imist groups. 

The Khmer Rouge blocked an 
agreement last week between tbe 
Phnom Penh government and 
Prince Norodomi Sihanouk, 
nominal head of tbe guerrilla 
coalition, in Jakarta that would 
have pushed ahead a United Na- 
tions peace plan. 


Japan wanted Vietnam to put 
more pressure on its proteges in 
Cambodia to implement tbe U.N. 
peace plan, bntdid not agree with 
tfie U.S. view that Hanoi still had 
final decision-making power over 
Phnom Penh, another diplomat 
said. 


“From tbe Japanese govern-' 
meat's point of view, Phnom 
Penh is a bit more independent of 
Hanoi,” he said. 

Na kayama was expected to ex- 
press Japan’s official support for 
market-oriented reforms that 
Vietnam introduced in 1987, di- 
plomats said. 


His visit was at an important 
time for Vietnam, two weeks 
before a congress at which the 
Communist Party wOl set econo- 
mic and political policies for tbe 
next five years, they said. 

Nakayama is exp ected to meet 
party chief Nguyen Van Linh, 
Prime Munster Do Muoi, Presi- 
dent Vo Chi Cong and Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach. 

Japan is Vietnam’s biggest non- 
sodalist trade partner, according 
to Japanese figures. 

Japanese exports to Vietnam in 
1990, mainly motorcycles, buses, 
cars, televisions and other elec- 
tronic goods, totalled 31 bdfion 
yen ($228 million), up from 23 
billion yen ($169 million) in 1989. 

Vietnam’s exports to Japan in 
1990, mainly crude oil, scrap 
iron, shrimp and seafood, shot up 
to 85 billion yen ($625 million) 
from 48 billion yen ($352 million) 
in 1989. 

A fierce ideological debate was 
under way in the party about the 
direction Vie tnam sbooJd take to 
solve its economic problems, di- 
plomats said. 


Heatwave in Pakistan kills 300 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — A 
searing heatwave roasting Pakis- 
tan's southern Sind province kil- 
led at least 200 people Sunday, 
raising the toll to more than 300, 
Hyderabad Mayor Aftab Ahmad 
Sheikh said Monday. 


Most of the dead were farmers 
and labourers felled by dehydra- 
tion while working in their fields 
or on construction projects, doc- 
tors said. Many people have stop- 
ped working during tbe day. 


“Hell has opened its door on 
Sind. Tbe bell is raining heat on 
Sind,” Sheikh said in a telephone 
interview. 


Some 70 people died Sunday 
around Hyderabad, 150 
' kilometres northeast of Karachi. 
Tbe mayor said figures had not 
arrived from remote areas and 
the toll could rise. 

At least 29 deaths were re- 
ported from the Sukkup - area in 
northern Sind, 27 from Nawab- 
shah, 20 from Sanghar and the 
rest from smaller towns. 


t Th* pre-monsoon heatwave, 
which began about 10 days ago, 
has sent temperatures close to tbe 
all-time official record of 53 de- 
grees Celsius (127 Fahrenheit) set 
in Jacobabad on June 12, 1919. 

In Sakrand north of Hyderabad 
the temperature touched an un- 
official 52 degrees Celsius (125 
Fahrenheit) Sunday. 


A Sind government spokesman 
said special arrangements bad 
been made at government hospit- 
als where “heat stroke” centres 
bad been opened to provide 
medical aid td affected people. 


Muslim clerics in Larkana 
aimed mosque loudspeakers up- 
wards at the weekend to direct 
their prayers for respite at the 
sky. 

Ice sellers in the town were 
demanding 12 rupees (50 U.S. 
cents) a kilo, compared with only 
two rupees in the coo! season. 

In Karachi, an agriculture de- 
partment official said recently 
sown cotton seeds had been 
affected because of water eva- 
poration from fields in the beat- 
wave. 

Temperatures routinely rise to 
about 40 degrees Celsius (104 
Fahrenheit) before tbe monsoon 
begins. The heatwave has been 
made worse this year by low 
pressure over Sind, a spokesman 
for the meteorological depart- 
ment said. 


Church 
mediates 
between 
students, 
police in 
S. Korea 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
dissidents holed np in Seoul's 
Roman Catholic cathedral have 
until Saturday to give themselves 
up or face an attack on the 
building by riot police. 

A cathedral spokesman said 
Monday police hoped priests 
could persuade wanted students 
and dissidents in tbe church to 
surrender before they were 
forced out. 

Security around the Mygn- 
gdong Catfaderal in central Seoul 
has been tight since police were 
told Kang Ki-Hoon, vice- 
president of the nationwide dissi- 
dent coalition Chaonminyon, had 
taken shelter there. 

Kang, among 55 wanted dissi- 
dents, is suspected by police of 
having forged a suicide note left 
of Kim Ki-Sol, one of nine people 
who committed suicide in protest 
against the fatal police beating of 
a student in April. 

“We will not have riot police 
storming into the church to drag 
away students who have come to 
tbe church for help,” a priest told 
reporters Monday. 

“It does not, however, mean 
that we are siding with die stu- 
dents. We want them ont of here 
too, but violence is not the 


answer. 

Kang has been in tbe church 
compound since May 18, the day 
of the funeral for Kang Kyung- 
Dae, who was beaten to death 
April 26 by riot police using iron 
pipes. 

Riot police have surrounded 
the cathedral in Seoul’s busiest 
street and several stand guard 
near the entrance. 

Police met cathedral officials 
inside the church Monday and 
gave them until Saturday to per- 
suade students and dissidents to 
give themselves up or be forcibly 
evicted. 

“If nothing happens until 
Saturday, then we have no choice 
but to forcefully bring them out." a 
police commander told reporters. 

“We have the arrest warrants 
and we can’t wait forever.” 

Tbe government is pulling no 
punches in cracking down on the 
student demonstrations which be- 
gan in late April. Authorities 
seem positive they have tbe sup- 
port of the populace. 

“Students made a stupid mis- 
take when they assaulted the 
prime minister,” said a radical 
student who identified himself 
only as Cho. “The whole thing 
was a set-np. Students just fell 
right into the government’s trap.” 

Prime Minister Chung Won- 
Shik was pelted with eggs and 
floor and manhandled for half an 
hour while visiting a Seoul cam- 
pus last week. 

Qkj said those involved in the 
assault were freshmen and sopho- 
mores who were in high school 
when Chung fired 1,500 members 
of a teachers' union in 1987. 

Last week. South Korea's best- 
known dissident. Moon Ik-Hwan. 
was arrested for playing a leading 
role in this year’s protests. He 
was freed from prison last Octo- 
ber after having been sentenced 
to seven years in jail for visiting 
North Korea in 1989. 


Thousands flee as Philippine 


volcano threatens U.S. base 


CLARK AIR BASE. Philippines 
(R) — Thousands of Americans 
in a huge convoy of cars and 
buses Monday evacuated a major 
U.S. air base in tbe Philippines 
that a volcano threatens to 
smother in a torrent of molten 
rock and boiling mud. 

Hundreds more Filipinos were 
evacuated as Mount Pinatnbo 
spewed out ash, steam and red 
hot lava in a series of small scale 
explosions that rocked the long- 
dormant volcano during the day. 

Pinatubo was the second volca- 
no along the Pacific “Rim of 
Fire” to explode in tbe past week. 
In Japan, Mount Unzen erupted 
a week ago, killing 38 people on 
Kyushu island, 1,000 kilometres 
southwest of Tokyo. 

Philippine authorities set up 
evacuation centres in schools in 
three adjoining provinces and 
rushed in extra medical teams 
and supplies to counter increasing 
cases of respiratory, skin, eye and 
stomach infections. 

Gouds of ash contaminated 
rivers around tbe spluttering vol- 
cano, and tbe state-run Philippine 
News Agency reported that some 
evacuation centres had run out of 
drinking water. 

Molten rock, its temperature 
possibly as high as 1.000 degrees 
Celsius (1,800 Fahrenheit), 
threatened to engulf empty farm- 
ing towns at the foot of tbe 
smoke-shrouded mountain, 90 
kilometres northwest of Manila. 

Health officials said they were 
distributing food and clothing to 
more than 15,000 Filipino eva- 


cuees, many of them Aeta tribes- 
men who fived around the foot of 
the volcano. 

Officials at the Philippine Insti- 
tute of Volcanology and Seismol- 
ogy said flows of red hot rock and 
mud covered a 12-kilometre 
radius from the cone of the volca- 
no, which exploded Sunday after 
lying dormant for 600 years. 

No casualties have been re- 
ported from Sunday’s explosion 
but the country’s chief volcano- 
logist warned a more powerful 
and destructive eruption was im- 
minent. 


“Pinatubo may be searing up 
for a bigger eruption. The present 
lull is deceptive. Stronger erup- 
tions should be expected,” Philip- 
pine volcanology chief Raymttn- 
do Punongbayan said in a televi- 
sion interview Monday. 

Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos told local radio die gov- 
enunent was studying the possi- 
bility of ordering the evacuation 
of more than 200,000 Filipinos 
living in Angeles Gty, adjacent 
to Qark Air Base, if a 
eruption takes place. 


rite U.S- Subic Bay naval base to 
die west. More than 1, 500 per- 
sonnel were left to manage and 
provide security for the base, the 
spokesman, who declined to be 
named, said.- 

A big eruption could bury up to 
half tbe base, officials and vote- 
□o legists warned. 

The Americans, riding in a 
three kilometre convoy of cars 
and vans, were being given tem- 
porary accommodation at Subic. 

Children, dutched pet dogs, 
and babies dung to scruffy dolls 
as cars packed with video camer- 
as, household utensfls, sleeping 
ha gs and Inggage set ont at dawn 
Monday, a towering aril doad 
spewed out by the volcano .visible 
in die distance. 


Thousands of Americans Mon- 
day completed their pullout from 
Clark in a convoy of 6,000 cars 
and bases. 

“They're all gone,” a U.S. Air 
Force spokesman said in an inter- 
view. “All of those non-essential 
personnel should be in Subic Bay 
naval base by now.” 

More than 14,500 American 
servicemen and their dependants 
were withdrawn from Clark to 


“Who wants to evacuate? But 
tiie danger is there so we have to 
move out,” said U.S. Air Force 
Sergeant Jim Pakle, driving with 
his wife and two sons into the 
giant naval base, 80 kilometres 
northwest of Manila. 

Helicopters flew above the 
convoy to protect the Americans, 
who have often been targets in 
the Philippines of attack by com- 
munist guerrillas of tbe New Peo- 
ple’s Army (NPA). 


Some 16,000 of the 40.000 U.S. 
servicemen and dependants in the 
Philippines are stationed on or 
near Gaik Air Base, headquarters 
of the U.S1 13th Air Force. 

Aircraft, including C-130 trans- 
port planes and helicopters, were 
flown out of the base as a precau- 
tion after the eruption. - - 


Unexpectedly high number of 
Italians vote in reform ballot 


ROME fR) — Italians turned out 
in unexpectedly high numbers to 
vote in a two-day referendum 
ending Monday which is aimed at 
limiting Mafia-inspired ballot- 
rigging. 

Latest figures sbow 45.7 per 
cent of voters went to the polls 
Sunday, first day of a plebiscite to 
simplify convoluted election pro- 
cedures that have been used by 
the Mafia to influence ballots in 
the south of the country. 

Polls dose at 2 p.m. (1200 
GMT) Monday. 

To be valid, at least 51 per cent 
of the 47 million electorate have 


to vote on the plan, which prop- 
>f l 


oses cutting the number of par- 
liamentary candidates voters can 
choose from a maximum of four 


to just one. 

Achille Occhetto, head of the 
former Communist Party backing 
the referendum, hailed the high 
turnout as a victory in itself. 

Italians traditionally vote in 
large numbers at elections but 
have shown growing indifference 
to plebiscites. 


“It already shows a significant 
victory of the real, buried alterna- 
tive which had never before come 
to light like this, breaking omerta 
(the Mafia law of silence) and the 
hostility of the old political sys- 
tem," he said. 

The referendum’s backers have 
labelled it a vote against the 
Mafia and part of a wider attempt 
to dean up and streamline Italy's 
party politics. 

Opponents say the vote is a 
waste of money and the change 
would be a violation of voters’ 
rights, arguing Italians would 
have less power with one vote. 

Opinion polls have shown 
overwhelming support for tbe re- 
forms. But analysts say oppo- 
nents of the reform were unlikely 
to bother to vote. 

The project has split the poli- 
tical establishment, induding the 
dominant Christian Democratic 
Parly. 

It would force voters to write 
tbe surname of their preferred 
candidates rather than indicate 
them with a number. 


The referendum's organisers 
say the manipulation of numbers 
by returning officers is wide- 
spread. 

The campaign has pitted 
Christian Democratic deputy 
Mario Segm, father of the re- 
ferendum, against the Socialist 
Party. 

Tbe Socialists, the second 
largest party in the gove rnm ent 
coalition, strongly impose the sys- 
tem's reform. 

Socialist Party chief Bettino 
Craxi, a former prime minister, 
has branded the referendum un- 
constitutional, useless and a 
waste of tiie $550 million it costs 
the taxpayer. 

Official figures showed north- 
ern Italians turned out in greater 
numbers than southerners to vote 
in the referendum. Southern vo- 
ters are traditionally the ones 
who use tbe preference system 
most. 

On Sunday, 37.4 per cent of 
voters in southern mainland re- 
gions had cast a vote compared 
with 51.3 in tbe north. 


Monsoon toll reaches 47 In Bombay 


NEW DELHI. India (AP) — Tbe 
worst monsoon rains in at least 
four decades flooded one-fourth 
of Bombay over the weekend, 
killing at least 47 people as 
houses and walk collapsed under 
tiie torrential downpour. 

Tbe deaths brought the death 
toll to 87 in the summer monsoon 
that has in the past week swept up 
India's western coast. Press Trust 
of India said Monday. 

In addition to tbe deaths re- 
ported in Bombay, at least eight 


people died in other parts of 
surrounding Maharashtra state, 
tbe news agency said. 

Up to 63 centimetres of rain 
fell Sunday in Bombay, United 
News of India said, breaking the 
previous known one-day record 
of 40 centimetres set on June 19, 
1953 during another monsoon. 

Trains stopped running, some 
packed with hundreds of passen- 
gers who were stranded for hours 
in outlying suburbs when tiie 
tracks were flooded. Press Trust 


said. 

Indian Express, a national 
newspaper, reported from Bom- 
bay that the trades were under 55 
centimetres of water in some 
places. Flights in and out of Bom- 
bay were canceled or postponed. 

Many of tiie people who died 
were in shantytowns where crude 
huts crumpled under the rain and 
earthen boundary walls col- 
lapsed. More than 100,000 people 
were left homeless, Russ Triist 
said. 


Kohl visits 
former Nazi 
death camp 


BUCHENWALD. Germany (R) 
— German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl trod silently through a poli- 
tical and historical minefield 
Monday to commemorate victims 
of Nazi slaughter and Soviet in- 
ternment at the former Bucben- 
wald concentration camp. 

Kohl, whose past visits to 
Worid War II memorials have 
aroused bitter controve r sy, laid two 
identical wreaths 'with the inscrip- 
tion “to the victims of the rule of 
violence” — a message that 
appeared to equate Nazi and 
Soviet rule. 

He went first to a giant tower- 
and-sculpture monument erected 
by former East Germany’s com- 
munists to immortalise anti- 
fascist resistance against Hitler. 

Some 56,000 people died in the 
Nazi concentration camp be- 
tween 1933 and 1945, when tbe 
prisoners freed themselves. 

Kohl then trudged grim-faced 
along a wooded path from which 
human bones can still be seen to a 
recently-added wooden cross 
marked “in honourable memory 
of the victims of Stalinism." 

The simple cross honours some 
10,000 Germans believed to have 
died there between 1945 and 
1950.. 


China steps up attack 
on Western journalists 


BEUING (R) — China stepped 
up its attack on foreigners and 
especially Western journalists 
Monday, accusing them of 
fomenting disturbances around 
tbe second anniversary this 
month of an army crackdown on 
a mass pro-democracy move- 
ment. 

“Some foreign enemies of 
Socialist China and a very few of 
the elite leaders of the turmoil 
who escaped die country hate the 
stability, prosperity and develop- 
ment of Beijing and the whole 
nation,” the official People's (fel- 
ly said. 

In a signed article titled: “The 
trees want to be still but the wind 
does not stop," the Communist 
Party’s newspaper said: 

“They axe fuQ of anger, full of 
hate ami they are impatient. 

“They thought their chance 
had come — the coming second 
anniversary of disturbances in 
Beijing in die period between tbe 
sprmg and summer of 1989.” 

Chinese authorities last week 
banned a lunch meeting of the 
Foreign Correspondents Club of 
Beijing with U.S. China scholar 
Orville Schell as guest speaker, 
accusi ng journalists of frying to 
subvert the Cotnmfmtst state. 
They banned a club barbecue. 


The newspaper specifically 
attacked Western wire services 
and other reporters for sending 
squads of reporters to tbe uni- 
versity district, which had been a 
centre of unrest in 1989, during 
the second anniversary of the 
crackdown. 

It accused Western reporters of 
fabricating and distorting reports. 

Foreign students at Beijing 
University instigated trouble in 
tbe anniversary period, disturb- 
ing Chinese students, it said. 

Trouble-making foreign stu- 
dents were in collusion with re- 
porters, the newspaper said. 

“Late at night on June 3, at tiie 
very same time the abnormal 
activities of a very few foreign 
students were taking place i iwa d e 
the university campus, 30 or 40 
foreign reporters gathered out- 
ride the college walls,” tiie news- 
paper said. “This can’t have been 
just a coincidence.” 

Chinese students jeered polled 
and hurled bottles from dormi- 
’ lory windows at midnight on Jane 
3 and early in the morning of 
June 4 in a daring protest to mark 
tbe anniversary of tiie suppres- 
sion by tanks and troops of the 
student-led movement centred in 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square, Wit- 
nesses at die ca m p us said. 



Reagan daughter; 
was - 

‘horrified* faf : . 

his re-election 


NEW YORKER) — Patti Daris, 

tite daughter of former U.S.Pres-v 
idem Ronald Reagan^ said rite 
was afraid 'to . vote against her! : : 
father in 1984-hut wasrbosrifie<F* - 
w ben be was re-<dected."T<Sdtft : i 


father,” she said ra an-interview ^ *■ 
‘ with Vanity'Fafr ma*azrpe. *3uf-- 


I couldn’t voteforhim . I 

horrified; when •• my father go g 
re-elected ... ; from the homeless ■. - 
to c uvUtinine ntal neglect fo tbe^' 

rire in racism 3 you teywah ; - 
efitist atmosphere, you tefers - . 
racist atawspbere — I cotddtft 
believe .what Was- . going on. - .. 
What’s the matter with this conn- ' ’ 
try? Were we bfind?” Davis, 38, ' 
who was portrayed as the Reaghc 
• ■family embtaaraaiettfc m fo rmer , 
first lady Nancy Reagan's memoir 
“My Turn,” said her own apaxn- ' 
ing book will tefi thc real stoq, . ~ 
particularly about 1 -: He with her. 
mother.. ■‘I.fcel sorry for her. * 
She’s not a happy womah,” Davis ' * 
says of her mother, mthemaga- r ' 
zine’s July issue, to be: car the 
stands next -Week. The Vanity . 
Fair article says publishing insd- . 

ms who' have read Darifshook; 
proposal say it inefades aflega- . 
tioms that Nancy Reagan was ; 
cold, tyrannical and even earned f 
on a sexual rirahy . with her - 
daogbter. Bat Davis said she was 
writing her book, which is as jer ? : 
untided .and. due. to be pufahshtid. ... 
sometime-next year, for “a bigger 
reason that T didn’t get along:: 
with toy family.”* She said she . * 
was uniting “because people 
assume that if they understand 
the Reagan family, theyTl under- 
stand what happened in tins - 
country.” 

Woman files for 
divorce from 


sex-change husband 


SINGAPORE (R) — A Singa- 
pore woman has filled for divorce 
after discovering on her wedding 
night tbather husband was once a 
woman, tiie Straits Times news- 
paper sod. Urn Ying told the 
high court that Eric ffiok Kan 
Ming, a fork-lift track driver in 
his 30s, had a sex-change opera- 
tion in 1987, tiie ne w s pa pe r said. 
“I was unaware of the fact that he 
was a she. That was why I went 
through with the marriage,” Lim 
said. “I knew hhn only as Eric. I 
would not have married him if I 
had known the truth because I 
want to have children.” Singa- 
pore is a worid centre for sex 
change operations with four or 
five carried out every month. 


Chinese couple 
commit suicide 
in embarrassment 


BEIJING (R) — A north China 
couple committed suicide on their 
nephew’s wedding day after refa- , 
fives scoffed at the value of their 
gift to him, a Shanghai newspaper 
said. Following custom, the cou- 
ple from Shanxi province wrote m 
a gift book that they were giving a 
total of 20 yuan ($3.70) as a 
wedding gift, less than half the 45 
yuan ($8.50) the other relatives 
gave, tbe Xhnmn Evening News, 
received Monday, said. Unable 
to bear their relatives’ scorn, and 
worried about future wedding 
gifts for their other nephews and 
nieces, husband Yang Baosbeng 
hanged himself after his wife, Qu 
Junmei, drowned herself in a vat, 
it said. 


Stalin bunker 
becomes museum 


MOSCOW (R) — A top-secret 
blinker intended to house Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin and govern- 
ment ministries during Worid 
War n has opened to the public 
as a museum, TASS news agency 
reported. TASS said the banker, 
which features a co mmand head* 
qua rters 37 metres beneath the 
surface, was never used by Stalin. 


It was built in the city of Samara 
on the Volga as Nazi forces 


approached Moscow. Tbe bead- 
quarters has a large oak table and 
chairs, military telephones and a 
vast map showing the positions of 
Soviet and German forces, in 
October 1941, four months after 
the Nazis invaded the Soviet Un- 
ion. Visitors can now see what 
TASS described as a modest 
lounge for Stalin's personal .use,, 
induding the original sofa, writ- 
ing table, armchair and sink. The 
banker has been used as an admi- 
nistrative shelter in case of war or 
natu ral disasters in Samara, 
fortnely called Kuibyshev, where, 
top officials, diplomats and the 
Bolshoi Ballet C ompan y . were 
evacuated during the war. TASS; 
said tiie banker, which was equip- 
ped with life-support systems and 
means to counter a chemical 
attack, was opened to the pubBc 
to mark tiie 50th anniversary this 
month of the Nazi invasion. 


